Are you an English teacher?

Do you work with students from 6th to 12th grade?

Do you have an interest in writing?

Then join us for the International Creative Writing Competition! We’re looking for teachers to help lead the competition in their own school and to help judge the many incredible essays we receive! Read on…
INTERNATIONAL CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION
BULGARIA 2012
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I. The history of ICWC
Originally named the Writing Olympics, the ICWC was started in 2003 by volunteers in Peace Corps Georgia to promote creativity, critical thinking and free expression among 6th to 12th grade students at local schools. Within three years Azerbaijan and Armenia joined, creating the Trans-Caucasus Writing Olympics. In 2009, Moldova participated, and in 2011 the competition expanded outside of Eurasia for the first time and we were proud to have welcomed Albania, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Mongolia, and Ukraine as part of the International Writing Olympics.
Now, thanks to the push from the International Olympic Committee, we have changed our name to the International Creative Writing Competition.

Bulgaria, for its part, is now in its second year in the ICWC. Last year we received over 300 incredible essays from around the country, several of which went on to place in the top three in the international round of judging.
II. 2012 Calendar 

For more details on each of these points, see section III.

JANUARY

· Volunteers and teachers contact vaunehoughsnee@gmail.com to verify their participation; in addition to teachers to hold writing sessions in their schools, we also need several Bulgarian English teachers to join our panel of judges (especially if you live in or near Sofia). Please contact the email address above if you are interested!
· Advertise competition to students. (Flyers available.)

· If desired, hold creative writing-themed lesson plans (provided by ICWC, or use your own) to prepare your students.

FEBRUARY
· ICWC sends out the SECRET writing topics and accompanying documents to volunteers and teachers.
· FEBRUARY 16-22: Local writing sessions for the competition take place.
· FEBRUARY 24: Final day for volunteers and teachers to mail their students’ essays to the judges.

MARCH

· MARCH 9: Final day for essays to be received by the judges.
· Mid-March: Judges meet in Sofia to read and grade the essays.

APRIL

· National results announced; prizes and certificates sent to volunteers/teachers.
· Winning essays from Bulgaria sent to international judges; winners announced

III. The process

This year, Bulgaria will hold its local writing sessions from the 16th to 22nd of February. This one-week window allows teachers and volunteers to choose the date/time that is most convenient for their own organizations.

Flyers will be available (both in English and Bulgarian) to advertise to your students and coworkers. Post the flyers, make announcements, and use whatever methods work best to inform people about the competition. (Remember, all students from 6th to 12th grade may participate. Essays are divided by grade level so that students are competing against kids their own age.) Remind them that this is just one hour of their time, and the goal is simply to have fun…and maybe win some prizes for thinking “outside the box”! This is not the sort of boring Olympiad they’re used to.

For those of you who have a large number of prospective participants, a number of creative writing-related lesson plans are available, and can be sent to you upon request. Feel free to use these as you see fit, or to create other fun writing and thinking exercises to prepare your students. 

(Side note: please take pictures documenting your participation at all points in the competition, if you can! We will hopefully use these for press materials and online. Pictures can be sent to vaunehoughsnee@gmail.com.)

For your chosen competition date, pick a location where students can sit and write for one hour without distractions. This needn't be a classroom, though it might be helpful to have a blackboard/whiteboard handy. (Remember, it’s okay if you have only one or two students in the competition!)

Also, students need to bring their own paper or notebook. If you’re worried that your students won’t be able to bring their own paper or notebook, then acquire paper from your school (or buy your own) and give the paper to the students in need. (Students do not need to turn in a full notebook, just the sheets of paper they write on.)

Then, hand out the biographical information sheet (available next month, when the top-secret writing topics are available). Make sure that their name, school, town, and English teacher/local volunteer are legible. 
Once students have filled out their info, it is time for the writing session to begin. Students should clear their desks of everything except a pen/pencil and notebook/paper. Then the proctor will reveal the writing prompts, of which there are three options for each grade level. Students may respond to any one (1) of the three writing prompts for their grade level. Please be sure they do not accidentally choose a question from a different grade level.

(It is very important that writing prompts remain secret until this point. Seeing them beforehand will give students an unfair advantage, so please do not reveal them to students until the writing session begins.)
Students have one hour to respond. (Students with disabilities or special circumstances may be given more time at the proctor’s discretion.) Students are NOT allowed to use/reference anything during the session, including dictionaries, thesauri, other students' papers, or soft-hearted teachers. The point of the contest is that participants' essays are their own, unique works, and we want to show the value of individual thinking, not mass cheating. When students finish they should turn in their notebooks (with info sheet) to the proctor. If they have multiple sheets of loose paper, please make sure they STAPLE or TAPE them together with their biographical information sheet. (To ensure anonymous judging later, they should not write their name on anything other than info sheet.)

The proctor will then put all of the essays into a large envelope and mail them to the Peace Corps office:

International Creative Writing Competition

(Vaune Hough-Snee)

c/o Korpus na mira

Ul. “Pirinski prohod” No. 24

SOFIA 1680

Because of close deadlines and post office complications last year, we ask that this year you mail your essays “priority”, if possible. We have also moved the national judging date later in March, so that there will be adequate time for the arrival of the essays to the office.

This year, please make your essays are MAILED NO LATER THAN 24 FEBRUARY. In order to be considered for judging, the essays must be RECEIVED BY 9 MARCH. This gives us a two-week window in which to receive the essays. If, for whatever reason, you cannot mail the essays in that time, then please contact me to discuss an alternative method of sending them.

III. Judging/Prizes
Upon the receipt of the essays, a panel of judges, consisting of Peace Corps volunteers and Bulgarian English teachers, will convene in Sofia to read and assess the essays. (If you are interested in being a judge, please contact vaunehoughsnee@gmail.com. The judging process, while long, is great fun for everyone involved! The opportunity to read these clever, entertaining essays is not to be missed! () This year the judging will probably take place in the Peace Corps office on a weekday, though the exact time and date (in March) will be depend on the judges’ schedules.

On a national level, prizes will be awarded to the top three essays from each grade level (1st, 2nd, and 3rd place for each grade, meaning there are 21 prizes total). This year we have secured an excellent variety of quality prizes (mostly English-language learning materials—no monetary prizes!) from the British Council and other organizations. Once we have selected the winners, we will first send out the results via email to the participating volunteers and teachers. Then, we will send proctors the following:

1. Certificates of participation for every student

2. Prize materials and winning certificates for national winners

3. A fill-in-the-blanks press release, which can be adapted to highlight your local students’ achievements and sent to local newspapers

Essays will not be returned to students.

The first place essay from each grade level will then be electronically forwarded to the international panel of judges (led by Peace Corps Georgia). They will be read and assessed in comparison to essays from around the globe in April. Although there are currently no major prizes for the international portion, winning international essays will be listed online at http://meagtessmann.com/creativeWrite/index.html. 

IV. Final notes

Once again, we thank you for participating in the International 2012 Creative Writing Competition in Bulgaria. Your help and enthusiasm are priceless, and we look forward to working with you! Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or ideas.

All the best,

Vaune Hough-Snee

ICWC Bulgaria, national organizer

U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer

TEFL Program

Kubrat / Seslav, BULGARIA

GSM: 0887236144

vaunehoughsnee@gmail.com
