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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Registration Your registration entitles you to the plenary sessions, the conference talks, workshops, 
coffee breaks and the welcoming party. 
Payments The finance desk is located in the Registration area. If you are not a BETA member, why not 
ask what you will benefit from joining us: 

 

With BETA Life is BETTER! ☺ 
 
Certificates of Attendance will be available at the registration desk on Sunday, May 5th. 
Feedback forms You will receive a feedback form by e-mail. Please do not forget to fill it in and return it 
to betacon2019@gmail.com – you will help us make future BETA events even better! 
Notice board Please check the notice board in the registration area frequently for changes and 
cancellations in the programme. 
Badges The Organising Committee kindly requests you to wear your badges at all times during the 
conference and return them to the registration desk before departure. 
AGM The BETA Annual General Meeting will be held in Lecture Hall 1 in the Paisii Hilendarski University 
of Plovdiv, 236 Bulgaria Blvd. on 4th May 2019 from 17:30.  All BETA members are kindly asked to be 
present.  
 

Agenda: 
1. Committee Annual Reports 
2. Financial Annual Report 
3. Matters Arising 

 
Meeting with Representatives of Partner Associations 

We would like to invite the representatives of partner associations to a quick meeting on Friday at 

16:15 – immediately after the last plenary speaker of the day. The conference committee is happy to 

assist you in any way possible.   

mailto:betacon2019@gmail.com
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President’s Address 
Dear colleagues, 
 
  Welcome … and I most sincerely mean it! Welcome to my home town Plovdiv - one of the three 
oldest settlements in Europe and among The World’s Top 10 oldest ones. Welcome to the European 
Capital of Culture 2019. Welcome to the hospitable University that has more than once welcomed 
BETA events (Thanks so much to the Rector and the Head of English Department for letting us use all 
the facilities completely for free!). Welcome to beautiful Bulgaria, dear plenary speakers, international 
guests and presenters, and have an enjoyable stay in Plovdiv. Nearly forgot: all certainly welcome to 
the Conference Reception on Saturday, with the greatest ever prizes to be drawn and won. You will not 
regret it. My word! 
  
However, you are also more than welcome to the BETA Committee – and that means tons of hard 
work.  You, Bulgarian teachers of English, are welcome to show us our weaknesses and faults, give 
suggestions and help us change our BETA … for the better. Life is better with BETA! For a start, please 
help us select the best venue for the 2020 Conference and to organize it (Job vacancy: Conference 
2020 Secretary. Serious.). Welcome to the stands of the ELT Publishers. Welcome to the Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) even if not a BETA member yet – your voice will be heard, and this year we 
have truly critical decisions to make. Welcome to chat or have a drink with us, me included, when we 
are not busy. 
  
With your help, the support of our true friends and generous sponsors, and the hard work of an 
amazing tandem of young and enthusiastic organizers – Polly and Maggie – this will be an event to 
remember for long, both enjoyable and useful. 
  
Oh, and by the way – did I forget to personally welcome you? 
  
  Georgi  Geshev, BETA President 
 
 

Conference Secretary’s Address 
 
Dear colleagues, fellow English teachers, 
 
We would like to welcome you to The Paissii Helendarski University of Plovdiv for the 28th annual 
BETA-IATEFL conference. It will be a great pleasure for us to share not only this experience with you 
but also our city - a proud winner of European Capital 2019. And although we know you have plenty 
activities planned during the conference day, be sure not to miss the Old City with its exceptional 
architectural masterpieces or our one-of-a-kind Kapana (or The Trap) which is full of winding streets 
and incredibly charming cafés, bars and shops. We are sure you will all find a full and vibrant nightlife 
in Plovdiv as well.  
 
We wish you happy networking and a successful conference!  
Polly Petcova and Maggie Gogalcheva 
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PLENARY SPEAKERS 
(in alphabetical order) 

 
Grace Benati 
Grace Benati graduated at King’s College London in Spanish and Portuguese. 
After teaching English at an Italian University and working at a company that 
produced a range of educational visual media in London, Grace completed a 
M.Sc. in Denmark. Subsequently she carried out research on innovative 
educational materials, delivering workshops in London and Buenos Aires. In her 
free time, Grace is an avid traveller and loves learning new languages. 
 
Plenary: Breaking the Sound of Silence 

Developing speaking skills in an ELT class full of nonnative students can be tricky and complicated for 
many nonnative teachers. Fighting the reluctance of students to perform speaking activities may 
have a more compound solution than we possibly imagine. The speaker will analyze why most of the 
students don’t want to speak, will try to give some real, tangible remedies on how a teacher can cope 
with similar situations and will stress why thorough speaking practice should be “a must have” of our 
syllabus, starting from the very early years of learning. 

 
Jen MacArthur 
Jen MacArthur is the Regional English Language Officer (RELO) based at the U.S. 
Embassy in Belgrade, working in 16 countries in Central Europe, the Balkans, and 
the Baltics, including Montenegro. Prior to joining the U.S. Department of State, 
Jen taught English as a Second Language and Social Studies in the United States; 
pre-service and in-service foreign language teacher education courses at the 
University of Bucharest, Romania and through the Romanian Ministry of 
Education; and English for Specific Purposes at the University of Vaasa, Finland. 
Jen studied European History and German as an undergraduate and holds an 

M.Ed. in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages and an M.Sc. in Public Policy and Planning in 
Developing Countries. Born in Scotland, Jen calls Maine home. 
 
Plenary: Is Seeing Believing? Teaching Critical Thinking Through Visual Literacy in the EFL Class 
“It’s as important to be visually literate, to understand pictures and how they affect us, as it is to be 
word-literate." - Brian Kennedy, Toledo Museum of Art 
In an age where we (and our learners) are bombarded by more and more information each day, it’s 
more important than ever that we help our students to develop skills to see, describe, analyze, and 
interpret information – both with words and through images. Let’s move from using visual aids to 
putting visual literacy at the core of our curriculum! 
 
Workshop: Wordless Books Aren’t Only for Young Learners 
Wordless picture books are often seen as a resource for pre-literate young learners, but their flexibility 
makes them a powerful resource for learners at all levels. We will look at a variety of books and 
activities, as well as strategies for using similar ideas even when such books are hard to find. 
 



 

5 

 

Jon Hird 
Jon Hird is based in Oxford, UK, where he divides his time between teaching 
English at the University of Oxford, teacher training and writing ELT 
materials. Jon has also previously taught in Paris, France and for a short time 
in Skopje, Macedonia. Jon has a range of experience and interests, but with a 
particular interest in grammar, EAP and dyslexia and learning English. His 
recent publications include Oxford EAP, Oxford Learner’s Pocket Verbs and 
Tenses and Language Hub as well as components of the Roadmap, Navigate, 
Keynote and Life course book series. He has also adapted a number of books 
and other material for learners with dyslexia.  

Opening plenary: Dyslexia and Learning English: Literacy and Wider Issues 
We are more and more becoming aware of a need for provision for dyslexic learners in the English 
language classroom. Dyslexia not only affects core literacy skills, but it can also result in wider issues 
relating to study and learning. This session, which draws on professional theory and personal 
experience, looks at what dyslexia is, how it can affect the learner, its implications for the classroom 
and how we as teachers can help. 
 
Workshop: Selecting, Adapting and Designing Materials for Learners with Dyslexia  
In this practical workshop, we will consider implications for the selection and design of materials such 
as texts, exercises and tests suitable for dyslexic learners of English. We will look at examples of 
available dyslexic-friendly ELT materials and will also consider how we as teachers can adapt existing 
materials and produce our own. 
 

Keith Kelly 
Keith Kelly is a freelance education consultant based in Bulgaria.  Keith is an 
experienced teacher and teacher trainer, a team member of Science Across the 
World. Keith is also a founder and coordinator of the Forum for Across the 
Curriculum Teaching (FACT). Along with Phil Ball and John Clegg, Keith is co-
author of OUP's 'Putting CLIL into Practice' (2015) and is also consultant to the 
CLIL versioning on www.tigtagworld.co.uk a web-based video platform for 
Science and Geography education. Keith was winner of the 2017 innovation in 
teacher resources ELTons award for his work in TigTagCLIL. Keith is owner of 

Anglia School, Plovdiv and can often be found in the school’s Anglia Café serving coffee. 
 
Opening plenary - preconference: Keith Kelly & Lida Schoen Young Voices for Change 
When children speak the world listens - Greta Thunberg demonstrated this. This workshop presents a 
range of project ideas for the classroom where the voices of the learners are used as an instrument for 
bringing about change.  
Subjects across the curriculum will be represented as well as materials from across the age range.  
There will be something for everybody! 
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Lonny Gold 
Lonny Gold was born in Canada and hated school and so, predictably, 
became a teacher. After two years as a secondary teacher in London, and 
then a University lecturer at the Sorbonne and at France’s top Business 
Administration School, he discovered Suggestopedia, a Bulgarian method 
that let learners learn three times as fast. The Federal Government of 
Canada was using this, and Lonny went off to discover it, came back to 
France and linked up with Fanny Saféris, the first person in Western Europe 

to be trained by Dr. Georgi Lozanov. Five years later, Lonny set up his own training company and began 
working with many of France’s biggest corporations, banks and government offices as an EFL teacher. 
He set up a professional association for Suggestopedic teachers in Paris, organised three international 
conferences and began to train teachers of all subjects all over the world. At present, Lonny lives in 
Sweden, runs seminars throughout Europe, and has done a lot of courses in Ukraine, Russia and China. 
He has written entire programmes for English and French and has designed a curriculum for children 
between 9 and 12 years old in the north of Sweden. He currently works with the British School of Sofia 
and is involved in several projects in the South Indian Ocean. He knew Dr. Lozanov quite well and over 
the past 40 years has tried to further Dr. Lozanov’s quest to improve teaching and learning by making it 
effective and enjoyable. 
 
Plenary: Teaching WITH the Brain Instead of AGAINST it 
This plenary session will show how to cater to the needs of the Unconscious Mind and will 
demonstrate techniques a teacher can use to speed up assimilation and foster excitement. The most 
critical part of a teacher’s job is to “fool” our language learners into succeeding because “Nothing 
succeeds as well as success”. The key is to orchestrate what learners will see through peripheral 
perception as this is what feeds into long-term memory. 
 
Workshop: The Secret Pathway to the Unconscious Mind Your unconscious mind is a fairly reasonable 
fellow! All it needs is to feel safe, stimulated and constantly surprised. It needs everything it perceives 
indirectly to be in harmony. And it needs to be having fun. But don’t mess with it: override its needs 
through will-power and it will throw a spanner into the works! This workshop will present a model 
Suggestopedic EFL class on the differences between the Two Presents and show how amazing this can 
be. 
 

Patrick Jackson 
Patrick Jackson is an author of courses and stories for young learners. He believes 
that all learning should be enjoyable, happy, stimulating and fun. Interested in 
ways in which children develop creativity and confidence, he has seen how well-
made materials, technology, and social media have the power to transform 
education and create memorable learning experiences. Above all, however, 
Patrick believes that hands-on experience, real world connections, and 
passionate teachers are the key to creating a better world for future generations. 

Based in Dublin, Ireland, Patrick enjoys creating study-abroad programs and environmental work, 
particularly beach-cleaning. He is the author of Everybody Up, Potato Pals, Stars, Super Stars, and Shine 
On, all published by Oxford University Press. He tweets as @patjack67 
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Plenary: Picker Pals - Motivating First Green Experiences for Primary Students 
How to use storytelling and realia to engage young learners around environmental issues and develop 
their sense of responsibility for the stewardship of their local area and wider world. This talk will 
reference a pioneering real world junior activism project currently taking place in Dublin, Ireland. 

 
Yordan Kosturkov 
Yordan Kosturkov is a British and American Literature and Cultural Studies 
scholar, member of MLA, Union of Bulgarian Scholars, Union of Bulgarian 
Writers, Union of Translators in Bulgaria, Fulbright Alumnus, Fellow of the 
Salzburg Seminar. He holds an MA from St Kliment Okhridski University of 
Sofia and a PhD from Plovdiv University. As graduate student he has attended 
the Metropolitan University of Leeds, UK, and the University of Louisville, KY, 
USA. He is honorary citizen of Louisville and Kentucky Colonel. His principal 

fields of research are British literature of the Enlightenment (Laurence Sterne) and Modernism and 
Postmodernism (Willa Cather). 
 
Plenary: Linguistic Atrophy Reflecting Extralinguistic Reality 
The talk addresses critical issues of changes taking place on all levels of the English language, 
reflecting changes taking place in real life of the speakers of English as native and non-native 
speakers. In linguistic such changes are described as atrophy and this poses major challenges for the 
teacher of English on all linguistic levels: phonetic, morphological, lexical, syntactical, stylistic, 
pragmatic. The process shall intensify in the course of time. 

 

 
Day 1: CLIL - WASTE IN THE CURRICULUM 

 
 
Denitza Charkova, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria 
Task-based Curriculum in Computer Assisted Language Teaching  
Talk / computer assisted language teaching, cloud technologies, curriculum development, assessment 
With the advent of Computer Assisted Language Teaching (CALT) researchers and teachers have found 

themselves at the crossroads of how to use technology more effectively. After years of searching for 

the best approach, practice and research have shown Task-based teaching as an appropriate 

methodological framework for CALT.  This presentation will illustrate the integration of a Task-based 

curriculum into a CALT course for university students. Authentic tasks and their logical sequencing will 

be demonstrated. 

 
Egbert Weisheit, Former Teacher and Trainer, Germany  
TrashedWorld - Microplastics 
Workshop / Teaching at primary level, secondary level, tertiary level 
Microplastics in our natural environment is a major challenge today. This workshop presents issues and 
gives participants practice in identifying microplastics in the environment. The first part offers a 
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discussion on how German schools and society are dealing with this problem. The second part gives 
participants a practical to show the presence of „micro-beads“ in natural and „commercial“ products. 
Colleagues are invited to consider placing plastic in their curriculum. 
 
Krassimira Charkova, Denitza Charkova, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria 
Reconsidering Data-driven Learning in a Data-driven World 
Workshop / Data driven approach to teaching vocabulary 
The importance of data-driven learning has been recognized in L2 research, and the pedagogical 
practice has made a significant progress in using corpora for language teaching purposes. However, 
existing practices are often haphazard, lacking learning objectives; activities are not sufficiently 
scaffolded; and practice is insufficient in most cases. The purpose of this workshop is to demonstrate a 
systematic approach to integrating data-driven learning in the language curriculum. It provides a model 
with specific steps and illustrations that are of practical importance to teachers and materials 
designers. 
 
Lora Atanasova, Anglia School, Plovdiv, Bulgaria  
Natural Materials in My Classroom 
Workshop / Teaching at primary level 
Using nature's materials to learn English in busy everyday life is a big challenge for primary teachers. 
Intriguing students to learn English through natural materials is something that inspires and provokes 
the creative person in me. Investigation, exploration, creating stories and making connections between 
real objects and other visual representations are just a few ways to present the world to our students 
as life-long learners and protectors of the Earth. 
 
Stanimir Navushtanov, Ventzislav Vassilev, Keith Kelly 
Adopt Adata – Interactive Environmental Education on Maritsa’s Adata 
Workshop / Teaching at primary level, secondary level, tertiary level, teaching adults and teacher 
training 
Our world faces environmental destruction and overconsumption of resources. We need a way to 
bring sustainability into the curriculum! 
“Adopt Adata” engages local schools, establishes student stewardship on Adata island on Plovdiv’s 
Maritsa river, constructs a light recreational infrastructure using contemporary and traditional 
techniques for “green building”.  
This interactive talk invites participants to discuss how the ecological educational centre could be used 
in their teaching and learning contexts. 
 
Stefka Kitanova, FACTWorld - Bulgaria; Vasil Chakarov, Forest Research Institute – Sofia, Bulgarian 
academy of Sciences; Maria Kitanova 
Future in the Past – About 40 Years Later 
Workshop / Teaching at secondary level, teacher training 
Sometimes the future from films or books comes true. The year 2019 is presented in Blade runner 
(1982). So how did the people see the future back then, are there any coincidences between the 
authors’ thoughts and the reality today? Do next versions (1992, 2007, 2017) change the reality or do 
they just follow the first lines? And how can we use them in English and Science lessons for teens. 
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CHANGING THE WORLD ONE CLASS AT A TIME: 
GETTING THROUGH TO STUDENTS 

Day 2 and Day 3:  
 
 

 
Aglika Dobreva, Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen, Bulgaria 
Presentation Formats in EAP 
Forum / Teaching at secondary level, tertiary level, teaching adults and teacher training 
The article focuses on different versions of presentation in English for Academic Purposes paying 
attention to the preparation process and student-oriented activities stimulating language 
development. The activities are designed to develop students’ critical thinking, creativity, collaboration 
and communication. Traditional forms of presentation and Pecha Kutcha, used in EAP, are compared 
laying stress on their contexts of use. Further, suggestions are made on teaching presentation formats 
adaptable to different language levels. 
 
Aida Grecu, “Zinca Golescu” National College, Cristina Curuia, ‘I.L. Caragiale’, Secondary School, 
Romania 
CLIL- The Buzzword in Education 
Workshop / Teaching at secondary level 
Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) plays an increasingly important role in language 
education, both as a feature of foreign language teaching and learning, and as an element of bilingual 
education. Far from being exhaustive, this workshop proposes a range of hands-on activities relying on 
creative thinking, cooperation, decision making and problem solving which participants can put to 
good use in the classroom environment. 
 
Ana Živković, EFL teacher, Elementary School “Čegar”, Serbia 
Developing Empathy Through ICT in ELT 
Workshop / Teaching at primary level 
Using online platforms like Empatico, Skype in the classroom or Flipgrid, ESL teachers can ‘teach’ 
empathy by creating experiences that help students empathize with others and boost their motivation 
for language learning. The activities are designed for young learners (age 7 to 11) because studies have 
shown that having early positive experiences with diverse types of people can influence the 
development of perceptions of others in the future. 
 
Boryana Ruzhekova-Rogozherova, VTU “Todor Kableshkov”, Bulgaria 
EFL Learner Autonomy and Language Awareness Connection Among University Students  
Talk / Teaching at tertiary level, teaching adults 
The current paper treats aspects of learner autonomy and language awareness connection among EFL 
students at the Todor Kableshkov University of Transport, Bulgaria. The study is based on an analysis of 
a survey prepared by the author to examine crucial EFL learners’ autonomy and language awareness 
parameters, before and after a general English course has been completed. Conclusions are made with 
reference to contemporary EFL teaching and learning.          
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Boyka Petkova, Medical University-Sofia, Bulgaria 
The Communication Between Teacher and Students While Teaching 
Forum / Teaching at tertiary level 
The communication between the teacher and the students has a very significant role while teaching 
Medical English. The good communication makes the learning process more pleasant and useful for the 
students and create a positive environment in the classroom. In this presentation are shown the 
reasons and the results of the good communication between the teachers and the students at the 
university. 
 
Brooke Leach Grable, English Language Fellow, US Department of State; Dorinë Rakaj, University of 
Prizren, Kosovo  
Conducting an Oral Storytelling Workshop 
Workshop / Teaching at secondary, tertiary level 
Presenters will discuss the importance of oral storytelling to students and their families. They will 
discuss the six-week oral storytelling workshop they conducted at the American Corner in Prizren, 
Kosovo. In order for teachers to conduct their own workshop, week by week instructions will be given 
as well as how to conduct a final celebration where participants shared their personal stories. 
 
Gabriel Clark, Clark and Miller, Bulgaria 
Creating “aha” Moments with Simple Drawings 
Talk / Teaching at secondary level, tertiary level, teaching adults and teacher-training 
I will demonstrate how combining impact and clarity in drawings can provide all teachers of general 
English the tools to create more “aha” moments. 
I will also tell the brief story of how a small blog post went viral and led me to writing my book, “102 
Little Drawings to Help You Understand English Rules Forever (Probably)”. 
 
Galina Velichkova, Svetla Tashevska, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria 
A Means to an End or an End in Itself? 
Workshop / Teaching at secondary level, tertiary level, teaching adults and teacher training 
This workshop is meant to raise awareness of the importance of distinguishing between the aim of a 
testing task (an end in itself) and the language skill used as a means of completing it, when assessing 
performance. Is this a valid test task which aims to test reading comprehension but students are also 
awarded marks for grammar, for instance? Exploring examples from practice, we will analyse this kind 
of mismatch. 
 
Georgios Papakalodoukas, Greece 
CEFR: An Attempt of Uniformity 
Talk / Teacher-training 
Uniformity in foreign teaching and learning methodologies recommended by the CEFR seems to be 
impracticable as a standardization of the teaching and learning processes in the foreign language 
acquisition, as it depends on a myriad of factors outside the classroom environment, including 
differences across European countries in educational systems, teachers’ qualifications, learners’ needs 
and motivation to learn a foreign language, annual GPD percentage spent on public education in 
general, and on foreign language acquisition courses in particular, and language of instruction per se. 
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Gergana Georgieva, South-West University "Neofit Rilski", Bulgaria  
Eurojargon: Characteristics and Translation 
Talk / Teaching tertiary level, teaching adults and teacher-training 
The accession to the European Union has had a huge impact on the political, economic as well as 
cultural life of Bulgaria. The concept of this European language combines the words which express the 
language policy of the Union. The talk presents examples of terms, expressions and acronyms that are 
hard to be translated and understood. Moreover, there are some of them which are wrongly 
translated. The study is useful not only for students who come across this Eurojargon, which is 
necessary to be understood by them, but also translators, interpreters and everyone dealing with 
European Union issues. 
 
Gergana Gerova, Konstantin Preslavski University of Shumen, Bulgaria 
Online Language-learning Platform Duolingo from Different Perspectives 
Talk / Teaching at secondary level, tertiary level, teaching adults and teacher-training 
The focus of the presentation will be the online language-learning platform Duolingo and its strong and 
weak points from a methodological perspective. The talk will also touch on the ways this platform can 
be helpful in or for the classroom work even though it is mainly a multimedia self-learning language 
tool. Learning mechanisms will be reviewed in a comparison between traditional and digital language 
learning. 
 
Irina Ivanova, Shumen University, Bulgaria; Anna Slavi, Goethe-Institut Athens, Greece 
Project Work as a Vehicle for Developing Foreign Language and Entrepreneurship Skills 
Talk / Teaching at primary level and teacher-training 
The talk presents some good practices in the implementation of the Erasmus + project CRADLE in 
which teachers and young learners from Belgium, Greece and Bulgaria work on cross-curricular 
projects. Teachers' project plans demonstrate how subject knowledge, language and entrepreneurial 
skills are supported and enhanced by involving students in a 4-staged design process of prior research, 
idea generation, prototyping and action, and reflection. 
 
John Mathewson, Independent Scholar, Bulgaria 
Using Games to Elicit Spoken Instructions from Primary-Level EFL Pupils  
Talk / Teaching at primary level 
The author gets pupils to make structured videos of boardgames as a way of eliciting oral presentation 
and explanatory skills. This builds on pupils’ earlier experience writing rules for playing boardgames. 
The presenter will demonstrate a boardgame, explain how he gets pupils to write rules through a 
series of iterations helped by the use of an error correction code, and then show 2 instructional videos 
made by those same pupils. 
 
Mariya Chankova, South-West University "Neofit Rilski", Bulgaria  
The Kids Are Alright. Millennial Students: Myths and Reality 
Talk / Teaching at tertiary level 
This contribution explores questions about the digital literacies of millennial students, their use of 
digital tools for education purposes, and performance expectations based on their learning habits as 
demonstrated by their written production. Using data from questionnaires and in-class discussions on 
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issues such as search strategies, search engine capabilities and limitations, information reliability, and 
cyber security, I try to separate myths and realities about the students’ digital literacies. 
 
Marina Samalieva, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria 
Cultural Identity, Motivation, Pronunciation and Their Relation Among Bulgarian EFL Students 
Talk / Teaching at tertiary level 
This paper presents a study focusing on 14 University EFL students and relation of their cultural 
identity, intrinsic motivation, and pronunciation knowledge. The instruments used in the study consist 
of: a) Cultural Identity Questionnaire (partly adapted from Mathews, 2007) and b) the 
Intrinsic/Extrinsic Motivation Questionnaire (Noels et al. 2000). The results show that motivated 
language learners gained higher scores on the pronunciation test. There wasn’t relationship between 
cultural identity and pronunciation knowledge of the tested students. 
 
Milka Hadjikoteva, Latinka Stefanova, Mariya Neykova, Slavena Dimova, New Bulgarian University, 
Bulgaria 
Case Studies: Changing Students, Changing the World 
Workshop / Teaching at tertiary level 
The workshop is to present the main aspects of teaching case studies to university students. It is split in 
two parts. The first part concerns major theoretical points related to the actual teaching of the subject, 
while the second part is to be delivered by two university students who are to present their own cases 
based on their university and working experience and discuss how university life has changed them.  
 
Petranka Ivanova, Shumen University, Bulgaria 
The Binomial Structure of “Peace and Quiet” 
Forum / Teaching at tertiary level 
The paper considers a binomial structure which occurs in the Student’s Book of our students. The gist is 
to compare the order within the structure in English with the possibilities for translation in Bulgarian 
suggested by the students. The issue of ir/reversablity is examined in the light of two more sources, i.e. 
BUY-BNC and Bulgarian National Corpus. 
 
Polly Petcova & Magdalena Gogalcheva 
Google Tools to Make Your Life Easier 
Talk / Teacher-training 
This talk focuses on some Google tools that we have been using in out day to day teaching. Tools such 
as Drvie, Docs, Sheets, Slides. The talk is useful for anyone who has never used any of these tools. 
 
Simona Sárköziová, Gymnázium Kodaňská, Czech Republic  
Let Them Play: Gamify Your Lessons 
Workshop / Teaching at secondary level 
Do your students find it difficult to learn grammar rules or sets of vocabulary by heart? Various games 
and activities have been proven to reinforce the material that has been already taught, or to introduce 
new material without losing student’s attention after two minutes. Therefore, in this practical 
workshop we will cover a bunch of activities easily adaptable for your lessons as well as strategies how 
to motivate your students. 
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Valentina Kikerkova, OOU Sv. Kliment Ohridski, Macedonia 
Can Good Old Paper Flashcards Be Replaced by Digital Ones? 
Talk / Teaching at primary level 
In the classroom flashcards provide a way of teaching the basic learning concepts. There are different 
types of learners in a classroom. The teachers should aim to appeal to all of them. With the increasing 
use of   the Internet and personal digital devices offer learners choice of DFs for vocabulary learning. 
Many researches have disputes and doubts pro and con about the efficacy of DFs versus paper flash 
cards. 
 
Zarina Markova, South-West University, Bulgaria 
Students’ Self-assessment: What Does It Tell Us? 
Talk / Teaching at tertiary level, teacher-training 
Self-assessment is thought to increase student engagement and improve learning outcomes. But does 
it? In this talk I will share my recent experience in using self-assessment as a tool to boost student 
teachers’ involvement in their teacher preparation programme. We will look at students’ responses 
and how they relate to their actual performance, consider their attitudes to self-assessment, and 
attempt to draw some tentative conclusions. 
 
Zhivka Ilieva, Dobrich College, Shumen University; Desislava Terzieva, Estiliya Ltd, Bulgaria 
Forest School for Very Young Learners 
Talk / Teaching at pre-primary and primary level, teacher-training 
This presentation demonstrates a scenario for a feast with very young learners. You will have an 
opportunity to take part in a story as students at the Forest School. We reinforce the material learned 
in a way that would be attractive for the learners, for their parents and for the children and teachers at 
the kindergarten.  
 
 

PROMOTIONAL TALKS 
 
 
Fabiana Pica English Speaking Board in Bulgaria 
English Speaking Board was founded with the idea of developing a new approach to improving 
communication skills in the English language at all levels. ESB offers a full range of progressive ESOL 
qualifications which are recognised by OFQUAL, UCAS, SQA, the British Council and Qualifications 
Wales, and are mapped onto the relevant National Curriculum and ESOL Core Curriculum 
requirements. All ESB examinations are administered in authorised examination centres by a team of 
highly qualified examiners. The ESOL International Certification is a set of examinations testing all four 
skills at each level of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages. ESB also offers 
examinations for young learners ages 6-15. 

Grace Benati Express Publishing 
Wonder is the beginning of wisdom! A look at the i Wonder augmented reality  
i Wonder is a series that teaches English alongside other school subjects and brings all the wonderful 
elements of the real world into the language classroom. The course has been designed to fully engage 
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and motivate young learners and to ensure that they develop a love of learning that is never-
ending! The series includes a brand-new augmented reality app which allows learners to interact and 
learn with ROLO through engaging activities and videos. 
 
Fanny Boykova and Rumyana Ilieva Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv 
Pedagogy Specialists Qualifications and Development at Plovdiv University 
A talk about the various short-term and long-term opportunities for teacher-qualifications at the 

Qualifications Center at Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv. You will find more information about 

the requirements for applying and various programmes’ curriculum.  

Alexandra Green Hamilton House 
Empowering Young Learners in the EFL Classroom 

Empowerment signifies providing choices, laying emphasis on personalized learning, involving 

learners in the learning process, focusing on the use of technology and advocating self-assessment. 

The ultimate goal? Students become critical thinkers, creative learners who take ownership of the 
language through motivation to learn. 
This seminar will focus on teaching strategies that trigger intrinsic motivation and activities that 
develop critical thinking skills amongst 21st century learners, in an environment where students are 
transformed into autonomous learners with a will to learn and succeed. 
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                         CONFERENCE TIMETABLE 

                          DAY 1 PRE-CONFERENCE (3rd May, Friday) 
CLIL - Waste in the Curriculum 

12:00–15:00 On-site registration 

 
12:30–13:10 

 
Lecture Hall 1 

 
OPENING PLENARY 

 Keith Kelly & Lida Schoen 
Young Voices for Change 

 

 Room 231 Room 234  Room 237a 

 
13:20–14:00 

Parallel workshops 

Egbert Weisheit 
TrashedWorld - Microplastics 

(workshop) 
 

 Stefka Kitanova, Vasil Chakarov, 
Maria Koeva 

Future in the Past –  
About 40 Years Later 

(workshop) 

 Krassimira Charkova & 
Dr. Denitza Charkova  

Reconsidering Data-driven 
Learning in a Data-driven World 

(workshop) 

14:00–14:30 Book Exhibition and Coffee Break 

(COFFEE BREAK SPONSORED BY EXPRESS PUBLISHING) 

 Room 231 Room 234 Room 237a 

 
14:30–15:10 

Parallel workshops 
and talks 

Lora Atanasova 
Natural Materials in My Classroom 

(workshop) 
 

Stanimir Navushtanov, Ventzislav 
Vassilev & Keith Kelly 

Adopt Adata – Interactive 
Environmental Education on 

Maritsa’s Adata 
River Island 
(workshop) 

Denitza Charkova 
Task-based Curriculum in  

Computer Assisted Language 
Teaching 

(talk) 

 
15:20–16:10 

Lecture Hall 1 

CLOSING PLENARY 
Patrick Jackson 

Picker Pals - Motivating First Green Experiences for Primary Students 

Registration area Meeting with representatives of partner Associations 
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 DAY 2 (4th May, Saturday) 

9:00–13:00 On-site registration 

9:00–9:20 
Lecture Hall 1 

OPENING CEREMONY 

9:20–10:10 
Lecture Hall 1 

Pre-Conference Highlights 
Patrick Jackson & Keith Kelly 
CLIL - Waste in the Curriculum 

10:20–11:10 
Lecture Hall 1  

OPENING PLENARY: Jon Hird 
Dyslexia and Learning English: Literacy and Wider Issues 

11:10–11:30  COFFEE BREAK SPONSORED BY  
EXPRESS PUBLISHING 

 Room 231 Room 232  Room 233  Room 234 Room 235 

11:30–12:10 
Parallel 
sessions 

(workshops/ 
talks) 

Brooke Leach 
Grable 

Conducting an Oral 
Storytelling 
Workshop 

(workshop) 

Ana Živković 
Developing 

Empathy through 
ICT in ELT 

(workshop) 

Aida Grecu & 
Cristina Curuia 

CLIL- The 
Buzzword in 
Education 

(workshop) 

 Milka Hadjikoteva, 
Latinka Stefanova, 
Mariya Neykova, 
Slavena Dimova 

Case Studies: 
Changing Students, 
Changing the World 

(workshop) 

Georgios 
Papakalodoukas

 CEFR: An Attempt 
of Uniformity 

(talk) 

12:20–13:00 
Parallel 
sessions 

(workshops/ 
talks) 

Jon Hird 
Selecting, 

Adapting and 
Designing 

Materials for 
Learners with 

Dyslexia  
(workshop) 

 

Hamilton House: 
     
  Alexandra Green 

Empowering 

Young Learners in 

the EFL Classroom 

 
Promotional  
presentation 

 

Boryana 
Ruzhekova - 
Rogozherova 

EFL Learner 
Autonomy and 

Language 
Awareness 
Connection 

Among University 
Students  

(talk) 

Gabriel Clark 
Creating “Aha” 

Moments with Simple 
Drawings 

(talk) 

Gergana Georgieva 
Eurojargon: 

Characteristics and 
Translation 

(talk) 
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13:00–13:30 Lunch break SPONSORED BY EXPRESS PUBLISHING 

13:30–14:30 
Lecture Hall 1 

 
PLENARY: Lonny Gold 

Teaching WITH the Brain Instead of AGAINST It 
 

14:40–15:30 
Lecture Hall 1 

 
PLENARY: Grace Benati 

Breaking the Sound of Silence 
 

15:30–15:50 COFFEE BREAK SPONSORED BY  
EXPRESS PUBLISHING 

15:50–16:40 
Lecture Hall 1 

 
PLENARY: Jen MacArthur 

Is Seeing Believing? Teaching Critical Thinking through Visual Literacy in the EFL Class 
 

 Lecture Hall 1 Room 231 Room 232  Room 233  Room 234 

16:55–17:25 
Parallel 
sessions  

Jen MacArthur 
Wordless Books 
Aren’t Only for 
Young Learners 

(workshop) 

Zarina Markova 
Students Self-
assessment: 

What Does It Tell 
Us? 

(forum) 

Irina Ivanova & 
Anna Slavi  

Project Work as a 
Vehicle for 
Developing 

Foreign 
Language and 

Entrepreneurship 
Skills 

(forum) 

Aglika Dobreva 
Presentation Formats 

in EAP 
 

Gergana Gerova 
Online Language-
learning Platform 

Duolingo from 
Different 

Perspectives 
(talks) 

Boyka Petkova 
The Communication 

Between Teacher and 
Students While 

Teaching 
 

Petranka Ivanova 
The Binomial Structure 
of “Peace and Quiet” 

(talks) 

17:30–18:30 BETA AGM 

20:00 Welcome Reception 
Magnolia Restaurant, 58 ‘Arhitekt Kamen Petkov’ str. 
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 DAY 3 (5th May, Sunday)  

9:30–10:00 
Lecture Hall 1 

Promotional talk 

 
Express Publishing: Grace Benati 

Wonder is the beginning of wisdom! A look at the iWonder augmented reality 
 

10:00–10:30 
Lecture Hall 1 

 
PLENARY: 

Yordan Kosturkov 
Linguistic Atrophy Reflecting Extralinguistic Reality  

 

 Room 231 Room 232  Room 233  Room 234 Room 235 

10:40–11:20 
Parallel sessions 

(talks and 
workshops) 

Lonny Gold 
The Secret Pathway to the 

Unconscious Mind 
(workshop) 

Galina 
Velichkova & 

Svetla 
Tashevska 
A Means to 

an End or an 
End in Itself? 
(workshop) 

Simona 
Sárköziová 
Let Them 

Play: 
Gamify 

Your 
Lessons 

(workshop) 

Zhivka Ilieva & 
Desislava Terzieva 

Forest School for Very 
Young Learners 

 
Polly Petcova & 

Magdalena 
Gogalcheva 

Google Tools to Make 
Your Life Easier 

(talks) 

Marina Samalieva 
Cultural Identity, 

Motivation, 
Pronunciation and Their 

Relation Among 
Bulgarian EFL Students 

(talk) 

11:20–11:40 COFFEE BREAK SPONSORED BY  
EXPRESS PUBLISHING   
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 Room 231 Room 232 Room 233 

11:40–12:10 Valentina Kikerkova 
Can Good Old Paper Flashcards Be 

Replaced by Digital Ones? 
(talk) 

John Mathewson 
Using Games to Elicit Spoken 

Instructions from Primary-Level EFL 
Pupils 
(talk) 

Maria Chankova 
The Kids Are All Right.  

Millennial Students: Myths and 
Reality 
(talk) 

12:20–12:50 
Promotional 

presentations 

English Speaking Board: 
Fabiana Pica  

English Speaking Board in 
Bulgaria 

Fanny Boykova &  
Rumyana Ilieva 

Pedagogy Specialists 
Qualifications and Development 

at PU 

 
Oxford Publishing House 

13:00–13:30 
 

CLOSING AND PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES 
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Notes: 

 


