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GENERAL INFORMATION

Registration   Your registration entitles you to the plenary sessions, the conference talks, workshops, coffee breaks and the welcoming party.

Payments   The finance desk is located in the Registration area. If you are not a BETA member, why not ask what you will benefit from joining us:


With BETA Life is BETTER!

Certificates of Attendance will be available at the registration desk on Sunday, June 24th.

Feedback forms You will receive a feedback form by e-mail. Please do not forget to fill it in and return it to beta.iateflbg@gmail.com – you will help us make future BETA events even better!

Notice board Please check the notice board in the registration area frequently for changes and cancellations in the programme.

Badges    The Organising Committee kindly requests you to wear your badges at all times during the conference and return them to the registration desk before departure.

AGM    The BETA Annual General Meeting will be held in room 207, Burgas Free University, 62 San Stefano Str., Burgas, on 23rd June 2018 from 17:30.  All BETA members are kindly asked to be present.  


Agenda:
1. Committee Annual Reports
2. Committee Reports for 2014-2018
3. Financial Report
4. Acceptance of Reports and Election of New Committee Members
5. Matters Arising



President’s Address
Dear Delegates,

Welcome to the 27th BETA-IATEFL Annual International Conference!
This is the first BETA conference in Burgas and the last one of our team  I hope you will enjoy meeting friends, making friendships, exchanging ideas and working creatively, and finally, enjoy the social events and this wonderful city. 

You will have a good choice of plenaries, talks, workshops, forums, and promotional presentations, and as usual, there will be a book exhibition of prominent publishers. You can continue your inspirational communications with other professionals during the coffee breaks, the welcoming party, in the evenings by the sea and during the trip to Sozopol.

Wish you a fruitful conference and memorable experience in Burgas! 

Zhivka Ilieva
BETA President



Conference Secretary’s Address


Dear colleagues and friends,

This year we will hold our conference at Burgas Free University. It will be a great honour and our pleasure to welcome you to the second largest city on the Bulgarian Black Sea Coast. 
I believe that the gorgeous surrounding lakes, mild weather, natural attractions and the spirit of unanimity and co-operation will motivate you further in the quest for excellence in language teaching and learning.

I would like to wish you a successful conference and fruitful discussions as part of your continuing professional development.

Gergana Georgieva,
27th BETA Conference Secretary

27th BETA-IATEFL Annual International Conference 
Promoting 21st century ELT: language, life skills and digital literacies
22nd-24th June 2018, Burgas, Bulgaria

CONFERENCE TIMETABLE

DAY 1 (22nd   June, Friday) 
11:00 – 13:00  On-site registration
12.30 – 13:30 OPENING CEREMONY 
13:30 – 14:20 Plenary: Hanna Kryszewska 21st Century Skills in ELT
14:20 – 15:00 Coffee break and Exhibition opening
15:00 – 15:30 Parallel sessions (talks; forum)
15:45 – 16:15 Parallel sessions (talks; forum)  
16:30 – 17:00 Parallel sessions (talks)
18:00 – Welcoming Party, Bulgaria Restaurant, 21 Aleksandrovska str.

DAY 2 (23rd June, Saturday) 
09:00 – 13:00 On-site registration
09:30 – 10:20 Plenary: Marjorie Rosenberg Getting unstuck – stretching out of our comfort zones
10:40 – 11:20 Parallel sessions (workshops) 
11:20 – 12:00 Coffee break & Exhibition
12:00 – 12:30 Parallel sessions (talks; forum)
12:40 – 13:10 Parallel sessions (talks; forum)
13:10 – 14:40 Lunch break 
14:40– 15:20 Parallel sessions (workshops; forum)
15:30 – 16:10 Coffee break & Exhibition
16:10 – 16:40 Parallel sessions (talks)
16:55– 17:25 Parallel sessions (talks)
17:30 – 18:30 BETA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

DAY 3 (24th June, Sunday)  
09:30 – 10:20 British Council Bulgaria Event: Keneward Hill What makes us tick (boxes)? 
10:30 – 11:00 Parallel sessions (talks)
11.00 – 11:30 Coffee break 
11:30 – 12:00 Parallel sessions (talks)
12:10 – 12:40 Parallel sessions (talks)
12:40 – 13:00 CLOSING AND PRESENTATION OF CERTIFICATES
13:30  Trip to SOZOPOL
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CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

	                          DAY 1 (22nd  June, Friday)

	11:00 – 13:00
	On-site registration

	12:30 – 13:30
Room 207
	OPENING CEREMONY

	13:30 – 14:20 Room 207
	PLENARY
Hanna Kryszewska
Pilgrims Teacher Training, Humanising language teaching
21st Century Skills in ELT

	14:20 – 15:00
	Book exhibition opening  and coffee break

	
	Room 218 
	Room 219 
	Room 220 
	Room 222

	15:00 – 15:30
Parallel sessions
(talks/forum)
	Georgi Geshev
Making language tests work - and look - better
	Milka Hadjikoteva
Developing speaking skills at university
	Noureddine Guerroudj
Teaching literature in an EFL context: for what purpose?
	Forum: Ways to develop learning and teaching skills
Minka Paraskevova
Teaching creative reading and writing activities
Mehmed Muharem, Temenuzhka Seizova-Nankova
Collocations, constructions and foreign language teaching. The case study with compress_mouth collocation
Birsen Tütünis and
Gulshan Samadova
The ways of improvement of  professional skills of teachers

	15:45 – 16:15
Parallel sessions
(talks/forum)
	Tery Lemanis
Effective ELT for teens & young adults
	Gabriel Clark
Revisiting experimentalism. What we can learn from the 1970s
	Tatevik Hambaryan
Foreign language reflexive competency as an aim of teaching language for specific purposes 
	

	16:30 – 17:00
Parallel sessions
(talks)
	Emre Güvendir and
Işıl Gamze Yildiz
The impact of parental education on very young learners’ pronunciation achievement
	Mariana Stoyanova
Language coaching programs as a tool for improving L2 proficiency and competence
	Niovi Chatzinikolaou
Steps for effective classroom management
	Zhivka Ilieva,
Desislava Terzieva
Rehearsal time (very young learners) 

	18.00
	Welcoming Party
Bulgaria Restaurant, 21 Aleksandrovska Str.




	                          DAY 2 (23rd  June, Saturday)

	09:00–13:00
	On-site registration

	09:30–10:20 Room 207
	PLENARY
Marjorie Rosenberg
University of Graz
Getting unstuck – stretching out of our comfort zones

	
	Room 207
	Room 219 
	Room 220 
	Room 222
	Room 218

	10:40–11:20
Parallel sessions (workshops)
	Hanna Kryszewska
Visible thinking in ELT classrooms
	Mariya Chankova
Millennial students’ digital literacies: myths and reality
	Barbora Benesova
Original ways to practice vocabulary
	Alla Lytvynenko
Creating infomercials for developing 21st century skills
	Georgios Papakalodoukas
Using meta-language in a novel and modern fashion

	11:20–12:00
	Book exhibition opening  and Coffee break

	12:00–12:30
Parallel sessions
(talks/forum)
	Birsen Tütünis and
Esma Şenel
Creative writing for the development of academic writing skills
	Zarina Markova
Thinking critically about critical thinking

	Gergana Georgieva
Some translation issues regarding the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union
	Ofelia R. Nikolova
Creation of an MAT program in ESOL and FLED
	Forum: Language studies and English language teaching
Magdalena Gogalcheva
Teaching negative prefixes through cognitive linguistics – un- and dis-
Petranka Ruseva
Binomials joined by AN and conjunction in some fairy tales
Violeta Karastateva
Common vocabulary errors in teaching ESP/EAP
Boyka Petkova
Promoting 21st century ELT in the Medical University

	12:40–13:10
Parallel sessions
(talks/forum)
	Olja Milosevic
Using picture books in secondary EFL classroom
	Maria Theologidou
Boosting student voice: practical steps towards creating learner-driven environments
	Sylvia Velikova
Keep talking: promoting spoken communication skills in English 

	Kiro Jordanov
Global learning – the whole world is a classroom with Belouga
	

	13:10–14:40
	Lunch break

	14:40–15:20
Parallel sessions (wokshops/forum)
	Marjorie Rosenberg
Spicing up the business English classroom (Promotional Workshop)
	Reneta Stoimenova
Teaching through technology: Hot potatoes for wild thyme organic farm
	Ryan Brendzy
Multilingual digital storybooks – integrated skills
	Svetlana Dimitrova-Gyuzeleva
Developing intercultural communicative competence - the other side of the coin
	Forum: Current issues in foreign language teaching and learning
Mariya Neykova
Problem-based learning in FLT
Polly Petcova
Electronic aids in and outside class: applications of  Quizlet



	
15:30–16:10
	
Coffee break & Exhibition


	
	Room 218
	Room 219
	Room 220

	16:10–16:40
Parallel sessions
(talks)
	Marjorie Rosenberg
Creating activities for different learner types
	Kristy Kors
Teaching & learning 21st century skills through ELT
	Aglika Dobreva
Etymology of idioms and their teaching

	16:55– 17:25
Parallel sessions
(talks)
	Diana Popova
Transformative pedagogy for ESOL in a super diverse Europe
	Marina Samalieva
The relationship between foreign language anxiety and pronunciation learning strategies among university students
	Linda Lin
A corpus-based analysis of connectors in writing by Chinese learners

	17.30
	AGM, room 207



	                          DAY 3 (24th June, Sunday)

	09:30 – 10:20
Room 207
	British Council Bulgaria Event: “What makes us tick (boxes)?”
Keneward Hill 

	
	Room 218 
	Room 219 
	Room 220 
	Room 222

	10:30 – 11:00
Parallel sessions
(talks)
	Galya Mateva
Teaching business basics through Suggestopedia
	Irina Ivanova, Rumyana Todorova and Penka Kozhuharova
Sustainable professional development through coaching: benefits for teachers and learners
	Tery Lemanis
English Download - an exciting new and complete multi-level course for teenagers and young adults     (Promotional talk)
	Svetla Tashevska,
Reconciling the facilitator and the assessor in a teacher trainer


	11.00 – 11:30
	Coffee break

	
	Room 218
	Room 219
	Room 220

	11:30 – 12:00
Parallel sessions (talks)
	Kristy Kors
Express DigiBooks: learning by new rules!
(Promotional talk)
	Yordanka Nikolova
“Go digital – Stay human!”
	Keneward Hill
Should we try to tick all the boxes?

	12:10 – 12:40
Parallel sessions (talks)
	Vanya Katsarska
The three pillars of ESP
	Anna Slavi
CRADLE: Making ideas happen!
	Margarita Hadjinikolova and Slava Cherpokova
Maximizing learners' experience through digital tools

	12:40 – 13:00
	Conference Closing and Presentation of Certificates, room 207

	13:30 
	Trip to SOZOPOL

	
	





Plenary Speakers 

Hanna Kryszewska is a teacher, teacher trainer and trainer of trainers. She is a senior lecturer at the University of Gdańsk, Poland. She is co-author of resource books: Learner Based Teaching, OUP, Towards Teaching, Heinemann, The Standby Book, CUP, Language Activities for Teenagers, CUP, The Company Words Keep, DELTA Publishing, of a course for secondary schools: ForMat, Macmillan, and of a video-based teacher training course: Observing English Lessons. Her chapter on Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL): An administrative directive or educational opportunity? has appeared in Languages in Education published by Peter Lang. She is a Pilgrims trainer and editor of HLT Magazine. She is also a regular trainer at Teacher Training Summer Schools organised by Department for Continuing Education, University of Oxford.

Marjorie Rosenberg taught at the tertiary level for over twenty years in Graz, Austria and currently works with corporate clients, trains teachers and writes ELT materials. Her publications include In Business, two Business Advantage Personal Study Books CDROM materials for FCE and CAE (Cambridge University Press), English for Banking and Finance 2 (Pearson), a revised version of Pass BEC Vantage (National Geographic-Cengage), and two methodology books, Spotlight on Learning Styles (Delta Publishing) and Creating Activities for Different Learner Types (Wayzgoose Press). She has recently revised Communicative Business English Activities (Express Publishing) and is one of the Business Partner authors (Pearson). She has held workshops and talks at more than 100 international conferences and been a plenary speaker at over 20 conferences around the globe. Marjorie is currently the IATEFL Vice President, having served as President from April 2015 – April 2017 and was the IATEFL BESIG Coordinator from 2009-2015.


Plenary Sessions

Hanna Kryszewska, Pilgrims Teacher Training - trainer, Humanising language teaching – Editor-in-chief
21st century skills in ELT
21st century skills is a term we have been hearing recently in various contexts. It refers to teaching for the future in new changing learning environments, developing thinking tools, being creative and innovative together, and preparing for future careers. This talk explores how ELT can embrace this trend by helping learners become critical thinkers, effective communicators, and good collaborators. 

Marjorie Rosenberg, University of Graz, research assistant
Getting unstuck – stretching out of our comfort zones
As our daily teaching schedules take up so much of our time and energy, we don’t often have the chance to think about ‘what else’ we could be doing thereby ignoring possibilities to stretch. This talk will explore various aspects of being stuck and provide examples of resources we can use. We will look at some of the reasons we keep doing what we have always done and look at ways we can ‘get unstuck’.





Conference Talks and Workshops
(in alphabetical order)

Aglika Dobreva, Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, Bulgaria
Etymology of idioms and their teaching
Talk / teaching adults, teaching at tertiary level
Looking into the origin of idiomatic expressions can be a valuable tool for acquisition of expressions whose meaning cannot be deduced from the sum of the meanings of their individual components. Apart from being used as a mnemonic technique etymological information can reveal different linguocultural models in the cases of idiomatic expressions from SL and TL that differ in form but are similar in meaning. Some suggestions for teaching such idiomatic expressions are proposed.

Alla Lytvynenko, Dnipro School # 144, Ukraine
Creating infomercials for developing 21st century skills 
Workshop / teaching at secondary level, teaching adults
Using infomercials is a great way to keep students actively involved and highly motivated. Creating infomercials will develop 21st century learning skills: collaboration, communication, creativity and critical thinking. It’s a great fun and enjoyment while learning for students.
During the presentation, the participants will find out what an infomercial is, why and how it may be created and used in the ESL classroom. This presentation will focus on the ways infomercials correspond and develop 21st century skills.

Anna Slavi, Goethe-Institut Athen, Project coordination, Greece
CRADLE: Making ideas happen!
Talk / teaching at primary level
Cradle project aims to develop a new teaching methodology relying on primary school teachers who will learn how to put previously acquired foreign language skills to use in their classrooms. Through four innovative outputs, CRADLE will employ a cross-curricular activity-based, student-centred, exploratory teaching and learning approach, focusing on the simultaneous development of foreign language and entrepreneurial skills among young pupils (aged 8-12). The implementation of CRADLE not only places students´ interest at the centre of the learning process, but also strengthens the teachers’ profiles in the acquisition of an innovative teaching methodology.

Barbora Benesova, University of West Bohemia, Faculty of Education, English Department - ATECR Official Representative
Original ways to practice vocabulary
Workshop / teaching at primary level, teaching at secondary level tertiary teaching
Vocabulary is undoubtedly one of the key areas of learning a language. All the four language skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing require vocabulary. Nowadays, it may be more difficult to motivate our learners to study vocabulary, because they find it time-consuming and boring. This could change if we try more original ways to acquire vocabulary. In this workshop you will experience unusual vocabulary activities to enrich your English classes.

Birsen Tütünis, Istanbul Kültür University, Turkey
Esma Şenel, Beykent University, Turkey
Creative writing for the development of academic writing skills
Talk / teaching adults, teaching at tertiary level
Students usually shy away from writing in English due to the complexity of the skill. This study investigates B1 level creative writing and its impact on academic writing skills. The results indicate that students’ cognitive levels of writing process (Bereiter & Scardamalia, 1987) improve and their level of success and motivation towards writing increase. The presenters will display the classroom techniques employed and hopefully the participants will go back to their classes with some new innovative ideas.

Birsen Tutunis, Istanbul Kültür University, Turkey
Gulshan Samadova, XXI Century IEIC Head of English Department, Azerbaijan
The ways of improvement of professional skills of teachers
Forum / teacher training
Teacher training has become very popular in Azerbaijan since the interest in learning the language is rapidly growing. In the context there is great demand in highly professional English teachers, who are aware of new tendencies in teaching and can apply the new technology at work. The presentation analyzes the role of improving communicative competence of teachers on the way to their professional growth.

Boyka Petkova, Medical University- Sofia, Bulgaria
Promoting 21st century ELT in the Medical University
Forum / teaching at tertiary level
Teaching English is of great importance for one University lecturer in a Medical University. That is why in this presentation are shown the different methods and strategies which are used while teaching English in the 21st century. They make the teaching process more pleasant and more interesting.

Diana Popova, Burgas Free University, Bulgaria
Transformative pedagogy for ESOL in a super diverse Europe
Talk / teaching adults, teacher training
The super-diversity in Europe these days calls for an update of the pedagogical approaches to teaching/learning ESOL. The paper addresses some recent pedagogical innovations that can help ESOL learners transform themselves into self-reliant and proactive personalities who resort to various resources to enhance their communication capacity. Mother tongue and home culture experiences, translanguaging, and Self-Organised Learning Environments are some new pedagogical trends that can successfully be employed in ESOL.   

Emre Güvendir, Işıl Gamze Yildiz, Trakya University, Turkey
The impact of parental education on very young learners’ pronunciation achievement
Talk / teaching at primary level
The school and the parents all have a great impact on children’s achievement when they work in partnership. This study tries to investigate the impact of parental support (e.g. the provision of parenting skills training, advice and guidance for parents) on very young learners’ achievement of pronouncing some specific sounds in English. In doing so, parents’ level of education and level of English as a foreign language will be determined to find out the impact of parents on very young learners’ achievement. The participants of this study are the parent(s) of 15 very young learners who are enrolled a state kindergarten in Edirne, Turkey and taking 30 minute-English courses twice a week during 2017-2018 academic year. 

Gabriel Clark, Academic Director at Clark and Miller
Revisiting experimentalism. What we can learn from the 1970s
Talk / teaching adults, teaching at tertiary level
Teaching methods and approaches come and go. Some become outdated, but some are never really adopted due to the radical nature of what they propose.
This talk discusses 2 radical teaching methods and asks the question: “Have we thrown out the baby with the bathwater?”

Galya Mateva, Sofia Technical University, Bulgaria
Teaching business basics through Suggestopedia
Talk / teaching adults, teaching at tertiary level
The talk reveals a new application of suggestopedic language teaching intended for developing essential business skills at intermediate level and above. It introduces specially structured materials and procedures based on the global and artistic principles advanced by suggestopedia. The global principle requires the presentation of enhanced content at discourse level and the artistic principle balances the information overload with forms of drama, classical music and visual arts. 
The business course can be easily customized to serve the needs of University students, pre-service and in-service training of employees.  

Georgi Geshev, “Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov“ – University Burgas, Bulgaria
Making language tests work - and look - better 
Talk / teacher training
Tests should be valid, reliable … OK, but how about making your test visually more user-friendly, shrinking the original eight pages to just three while increasing the font size and readability, rewriting the instructions to become much easier to understand, simplifying the scoring process by adjusting the maximum points to exactly 60? All welcome to find out – or challenge my view!

Georgios Papakalodoukas, Public Officer (Ministry of Interior) 
Using meta-language in a novel and modern fashion
Talk / teacher training
The claim that meta-language assisted teaching and learning of a foreign language is the same as the “grammar-translation” approach to it is a myth rather than a fact. Active FLT practitioners at the grass-root level are those who can either maintain this myth or change it fundamentally. In fact, practitioners should teach grammar in a friendly, novel and pedagogically-beneficial way through fun, learning activities and technological innovations.

Gergana Georgieva, SWU “Neofit Rilski“, Bulgaria
Some translation issues regarding the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union
Talk/ Teaching at secondary level, teaching adults
As a full member of the European Union on 1 January 2018, Bulgaria took the rotating presidency of the Council of the European Union for the first time, which will last for six months - until 30 June 2018. One of the important issues is providing translation during formal meetings. For more accessibility to the events related to the presidency, there has been developed a website of the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the EU. The information is mostly in Bulgarian and English, but there are also multilingual videos as well as a European Union machine translation service. Translation during sessions is of paramount importance since talks related to important issues such as digital security, energetics, and Balkans‘ stability should be presented in a clear and understandable language for all EU citizens.

Hanna Kryszewska, Pilgrims Teacher Training - trainer, Humanising language teaching – Editor-in-chief
Visible thinking in ELT classrooms
Workshop / teaching at primary level, teaching adults, teaching at secondary level
Visible Thinking developed by Project Zero (Harvard University) was preceded by the Theory of Multiple Intelligences and Teaching for Understanding. It evolved from these ideas, and now is being implemented in language teaching. This workshop looks at some areas like: group formation to create a thinking community, using visible thinking routines, documenting students’ thinking, selecting authentic materials to initiate thinking processes, and integrating teaching language and thinking routines.

Irina Ivanova, Rumyana Todorova and Penka Kozhuharova
Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen, Bulgaria
Sustainable professional development through coaching: benefits for teachers and learners
Talk / teaching adults, teacher training, teaching at tertiary level
The talk focuses on ensuring sustainability in teachers' professional development and improving their competence by introducing them to basic coaching skills. The discussion is based on the results from piloting 3 seminars dealing with different aspects of coaching under Erasmus+ project COACH4U with participants from the UK, Sweden, Spain, Poland, Cyprus, and Bulgaria. The findings show improvements in areas such as teacher-student relationships, creativity, motivation, goal-setting, and job satisfaction.

Keneward Hill, British Council – Bulgaria 
British Council Bulgaria Event: What makes us tick (boxes)?
If we can successfully analyse the factors that make people (teachers and students) tick in the environment of education, we should find that the boxes will be ticked when judging to what extent a lesson is worthy of merit. From DELTA-style observation to just reflecting on a lesson you have had, what are the criteria for determining whether we have reached a satisfactory standard… and how can we achieve them?

Keneward Hill, British Council – Bulgaria
Should we try to tick all the boxes?
Ever find yourself thinking: “How is it that these so-called experts (like Plenary Speakers!) can tell me what I should be doing in MY classroom?… They’ve never met MY students!” Want to hear about some alternatives to the tick-box standard? Want to play a little Devil’s Advocate?

Kiro Jordanov, Primary school “Slavejko Arsov” – Shtip, Republic of Macedonia - ELTAM official representative
Global learning – the whole world is a classroom with Belouga
Talk / teaching at primary level, teaching at secondary level
Today’s educational climate is difficult for every educator to navigate. Students suffer from an inability to be “fully in the moment” as a result being “digital natives,” having been exposed to information technology from birth. Teachers need to find a way to keep students engaged. Students find themselves drawn to the nearest distraction, which often lies in their pocket.
What if education and gaming can live in the same sphere? 

Kristy Kors, Express Publishing as an ELT Consultant, UK
Teaching & learning 21st century skills through ELT
21st century learners need a skill-set capable of meeting the constantly changing demands of modern life. These skills are not only linguistic, but include a range of cognitive and practical tools that will help learners communicate, collaborate, and use the resources available to them creatively, critically, and effectively. To develop these skills, students must become active learners in order to develop their communicative and cognitive competencies. Through this framework, learners will also develop their global awareness, ICT skills, and cross-cultural awareness through active learning processes and project-based tasks.

Kristy Kors, Express Publishing as an ELT Consultant, UK
Express DigiBooks: learning by new rules! 
Promotional presentation
Express DigiBooks is an innovative and motivational way to educate learners of all ages. Through cutting-edge technology and gamification, this interactive digital platform promotes 21st century learning and inspire students with the ultimate learning inceptive!

Linda Lin, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (Lecturer)
A corpus-based analysis of connectors in writing by Chinese learners
Talk / teaching at tertiary level
The paper determines the causes of the overuse and misuse of sentence connectors amongst Chinese learners of English. Data from three learner corpora and a corpus comprised of published academic papers were compared. This analysis, together with the data from a survey and a focus-group interview, suggests that the overuse and misuse of sentence connectors is related to learners’ writing experience and the pedagogic practices they have undergone.

Magdalena Gogalcheva, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria
Teaching negative prefixes through cognitive linguistics – un- and dis-
Forum / teaching at tertiary level, teaching adults
The presentation focuses on how to explain through Cognitive Linguistics the negative meaning of the prefixes un- and dis-. They do not simply represent negation or reversal and through image schemas their deeper meaning can be represented visually. This visual representation aims to be useful to learners of English in that they should be able to understand and use the combination of prefix and word even with new vocabulary.

Margarita Hadjinikolova and Slava Tcherpokova, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria
Maximizing learners' experience through digital tools
Talk / teaching at tertiary level
The talk focuses on practical aspects of incorporating digital tasks in promoting self-study and creativity for university students who have to master English as a second language. It reports on aspects of instruction and feedback using the capabilities of Moodle - the virtual learning environment at New Bulgarian University. The digital tasks and content examined can become easily transferable to different learning environments while addressing the specific needs of learners.

Maria Theologidou, TESOL Macedonia Thrace Northern Greece, Vice Chair - TESOL Official Representative
Boosting student voice: practical steps towards creating learner-driven environments
Talk / teaching at primary level, teaching adults, teaching at secondary level
Student-centered environments and the idea of promoting student voice in the classroom are not novel concepts in education. However, for many teachers creating student-driven learning spaces often seems an impossible task to undertake for either practical or personal reasons. In this presentation, we will highlight the significance of learner-driven environments and offer some practical suggestions and steps on how they can be designed.

Mariana Stoyanova, Georgia College and State University, Milledgeville, Georgia, USA 
Language coaching programs as a tool for improving L2 proficiency and competence
Talk / teaching at secondary level, teaching adults
The current presentation details the benefits of language coaching programs such as, Talkabroad and Envivo as a tool for improving L2 proficiency and intercultural competence in students who are acquiring a second language in a formal setting. The virtual interactions with the trained tutors enable the L2 learners to not only improve their communicative skills but also, to develop their intercultural competence by discussing relevant cultural topics and current social issues on the target language.

Marina Samalieva, Plovdiv University, Department of English Philology, Bulgaria
The relationship between foreign language anxiety and pronunciation learning strategies among university students
Talk / teaching at tertiary level
The current study sought to investigate the relationship between PLSs and FLA among 98 EFL teacher training students at University of Plovdiv. The PLSs Inventory (Berkil, 2008) and the FLA Classroom Scale (Horwitz et al., 1986) were adapted. It was found that the higher use of PLSs is related to less amount of ELA/ (r = - 0.35). The metacognitive, memory, and affective strategies did not correlate significantly with ELA, while cognitive, compensation, and social strategies correlated meaningfully with language anxiety. The results of the t-test, after calculating the homogeneity of the variations, showed that the group of high PLSs users had relatively lower ELA values than the group of low PLSs users.

Mariya Chankova, SWU Neofit Rilski, Bulgaria 
Millennial students’ digital literacies: myths and reality
Talk / teaching at tertiary level
This contribution focuses on questions about the digital literacies of millennial students, their use of digital tools for education purposes, and performance expectations based on their learning habits as demonstrated by their written production. Using data from questionnaires and in-class discussions on issues such as search strategies, search engine capabilities and limitations, information reliability, and cyber security, I try to separate myths and realities about the students’ digital literacies.

Mariya Neykova, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria
Problem-based learning in FLT
Forum / teaching adults, teaching at tertiary level
Among the myriad FLT methods and forms of work, Problem-based Learning ranks high and its popularity is still growing. The practical application of Problem-based Learning in FLT creates the necessary conditions for the students to become active, autonomous subjects of their own learning. Problem-based Learning is mostly implemented in the context of the traditional in-person form of education but it can function successfully in the context of e-learning as well.

Marjorie Rosenberg, University of Graz, Austria
Spicing up the business English classroom (Express Publishing)
Promotional presentation / Teaching at tertiary level, teaching adults    
These supplementary activities are designed to be fun and encourage your learners to speak. They cover a number of topics within the business English field, can be used with different levels, either on their own or to accompany a course book.  Come along to this interactive workshop to find out how to spice up your lessons and get your learners speaking and communicating.

Marjorie Rosenberg, University of Graz, Austria
Creating activities for different learner types
Creating tasks which benefit our learners can be an enriching activity for teachers and their learners. In this workshop, participants will discover how to create tasks taking into account the diversity of leaner types we have in our classrooms.  The talk is based on the concept that reaching learners means mixing methods, materials and approaches. Taking this one step further, these ideas can be incorporated into the conception and creation of activities and tasks for grammar, vocabulary and general language practice. Participants will have the chance to experience a number of different activities focussing on different skill sets, abilities and the language we use to instruct learners.  Participants will also discover how tasks can be extended to include other learner types and help learners acquire new strategies for learning.


Mehmed Muharem, Former Shumen University MA student, Bulgaria
Temenuzhka Seizova-Nankova, Shumen University, Bulgaria
Collocations, constructions and foreign language teaching. The case study with compress_mouth collocation
Forum / Teaching at tertiary level       
The study explores a corpus drawn from the BNC of statistically-significant V_N (N=bodypart mouth) collocations in order to test the hypothesis that the collocations have complex internal structure. The constructions found are of different types: monovalent, reflexive divalent, ergative divalent and passive divalent. The features these constructions exemplify pose problems to foreign learners of English. The benefit of the study is to make research on collocation more systematic, transparent and replicable.

Milka Hadjikoteva, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria
Developing speaking skills at university  
Talk / teacher training, teaching at tertiary level
The presentation focuses on some major aspects necessary to be clarified in order to successfully develop speaking skills at university. It highlights the importance of anxiety, culturally-bound organizational patterns and basic principles of presentation preparation looked upon as a process rather than a product.

Minka Paraskevova, Prof. Dr. “Assen Zlatarov” University, Bulgaria
Teaching creative reading and writing activities
Forum / teaching adults
The main purpose of the study is to investigate the acceptability, suitability and benefits to the learner of such types of creative language tasks in the process of English language acquisition in HE. The project methodological framework is participatory action research based on empirical data and analysis. Three focus groups of participants are invited to take part in the project and informed of its aims, methodology and final outcomes.   

Niovi Chatzinikolaou, EFL teacher in a language school, Greece
Steps for effective classroom management
Talk / teacher training
The talk will focus on the most common problems teachers face when trying to manage a class (discipline, noise, defiant behavior etc) and the underlying reasons behind them. Typical problems in all stages of a lesson (getting the lesson started, transition from one activity to the other, end of the lesson and assigning of homework) will be addressed and discussed. Teachers will reflect on their practices when having to deal with problematic behavior and will come to a better understanding of what aspects are neglected. The second part of the talk will focus on strategies to manage a noisy class effectively.

Noureddine Guerroudj, University Djilali Liabes, Algeria 
Teaching literature in an EFL context: for what purpose?
Talk / teaching at tertiary level
Teaching literature in an EFL context has become a sine qua non for all students. This paper presents a theoretical discussion about the inclusion of an approach that is multidimensional in that it covers various competencies: literal, intercultural, intertextual and semiotic. The rationale presented here may serve as a basis for teachers of literature to aid learners develop skills and strategies in the target language.

Ofelia R. Nikolova, Valdosta State University, USA
Creation of an MAT program in ESOL and FLED
Talk / Teacher training
In this paper, we relate the experience of setting up a Master in the Arts of Teaching program with tracks in ESOL and FLED. The paper focuses on the needs for the program as well as on best practices in matters of faculty training, delivery methods, and curriculum decisions.  Finally, we examine the creation of an accelerated track for undergraduate students bridging the undergraduate BA programs in the department to the MAT.

Olja Milosevic, ELTA Serbia, ELTA Serbia Official Representative
Using picture books in secondary EFL classroom
Talk / teaching at secondary level
While learning a foreign language, students learn about their world and inevitably discuss issues that concern them. Picture books that deal with complex topics can prompt students to explore new perspectives and share their thoughts. In this presentation I will share how picture books can be a starting point for students to get engaged with the issues that affect their community. I will also outline the opportunities for language acquisition.

Petranka Ruseva, Shumen University, College-Dobrich, Bulgaria
Binomials joined by AN and conjunction in some fairy tales
Forum / teaching at tertiary level
The paper examines binomials in some fairy tales. The focus is on and structure. Attention is paid to different categories such as noun phrases, verb phrases. Also, the article examines adjectives joined by conjunction and, and structures with adverbs. A scale is built to give idea about each type frequency. Reversability is another issue that is considered in the paper. The claim that fixedness helps language acquisition is strongly supported.

Polly Petcova, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria
Electronic aids in and outside class: applications of  Quizlet
Forum / teaching at tertiary level, teaching adults
This presentation focuses on teasing out some of the applications of the electronic resource Quizlet. The group this discussion has in mind are undergraduate students (majoring in English philology, Linguistics, etc.) in this case but it can prove very useful, I believe, for any level of education where vocabulary building needs to be facilitated.

Reneta Stoimenova, Ekzarh Yosif Foreign Language School, Bulgaria
Teaching through technology: Hot potatoes for wild thyme organic farm, Workshop
HOT POTATOES offers an ingenious way of creating online, tailor-made exercises suitable for every topic and level of learner proficiency in the English language. The workshop tackles the question of how educational technology can contribute to the teaching of global issue topics through the demonstration of organic farming in Bulgaria as a basis for creating Hot Potatoes exercises.

Ryan Brendzy, Qatar University
Multilingual digital storybooks – integrated skills
Workshop / teaching adults, teacher training
Digital storybook projects are a powerful medium that promotes language acquisition through speaking, listening, reading and writing. Attendees will learn about the current research in the field, the importance of using bilingualism in the classroom, and effective web applications.  Results of implementing digital storybooks in an Arabic and multilingual EFL class in Qatar will be discussed.  In addition, attendees will try a multilingual digital storybook web application.

Svetlana Dimitrova-Gyuzeleva, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria
Developing intercultural communicative competence - the other side of the coin
Workshop / teaching adults, teaching at tertiary level, teaching at secondary level
Effective intercultural communicative competence goes beyond  a good command of the foreign language and an insight into the foreign culture. What real-life intercultural communication often calls for is an ability to represent one's own cultural identity in the foreign tongue.  Are our learners empowered to face this challenge?
This workshop will offer some ideas for compensatory activities that can be used in the EFL classroom to improve our learners’ intercultural communication skills.

Svetla Tashevska, New Bulgarian University, Bulgaria
Reconciling the facilitator and the assessor in a teacher trainer
Talk/ teaching adults, teacher training     
Have you had to support an English language teacher-trainee develop their teaching skills during a course and then assess the same trainee's performance? If you have, you will have felt how difficult it can be to combine these generally contradicting each other roles. Why not join me for a talk, in which I will share my experience in that respect from tutoring Cambridge DELTA (Diploma of English Language Teaching to Adults) teachers?

Sylvia Velikova, University of Veliko Tarnovo, Fédération Internationale des Professeurs de Langues Vivantes
Keep talking: promoting spoken communication skills in English 
Workshop/ teaching adults, teaching at secondary level, teaching at tertiary level
This session will introduce a series of practical activities for developing learners’ spoken communication skills in English. Participants will explore some fun and creative ways to get students practise speaking in class.

Tatevik Hambaryan, Cambridge Assessment English, Armenia 
Foreign language reflexive competency as an aim of teaching language for specific purposes
Talk / language for specific purposes
The increasing role of a foreign language as a means of personal and professional development set an urgent necessity to pay special attention to the formation of  foreign language reflexive competence (FLRC) as a complex of reflexive skills and readiness for self-control in the educational process that contributes to the achievement of success in the study of LSP.

Tery Lemanis, Hamilton House Publishers – Educational Consultant, Greece
Effective ELT for teens & young adults
Talk / teaching at secondary level, teaching at tertiary level
Teenagers are often regarded as a difficult and unpredictable group of learners that can create many challenges in the classroom. In this session, we will take a look at some of the underlying causes for this perception, think back to when we were teenagers, and discuss some proven methods to help tackle common issues like lack of motivation, managing mixed-ability groups and developing rapport.

Tery Lemanis, Hamilton House Publishers – Educational Consultant
English Download - An exciting new and complete multi-level course for teenagers and young adults
Promotional presentation
English Download is an exciting new and complete seven-level course that will develop students' language level while capturing their interest and motivating them through interesting real-life and up-to-date content. This internationally successful series features a strong skills syllabus throughout the course which actively improves students' performance in reading, writing, listening and speaking. The presentation will conclude with a demonstration of the Interactive Whiteboard Software which accompanies each level.

Vanya Katsarska, Aviation Faculty, National Military University, Bulgaria
The three pillars of ESP
Talk / ESP, teaching at tertiary level
One of the primary functions of English for Specific Purposes (ESP) is to prepare graduates for professional success. The presentation will address the three pillars of ESP: specific linguistic competence which is pertinently determined for workplace needs; background knowledge; and cultural awareness which contributes to an efficient communication. Join me for a lively presentation with examples from the aviation and military fields where words can kill or save lives.

Violeta Karastateva, Technical University of Varna, Bulgaria
Common vocabulary errors in teaching ESP/EAP
Forum / teaching at tertiary level
The author is going to share her experience in teaching ESP and EAP vocabulary to engineering students from the Technical University of Varna.
An attempt will be made to classify the recurrent errors in the usage of specialised terminology and general academic lexis in terms of production skills – translation, writing and oral presentation. 
The reasons behind learners’ mistakes will be traced as well as ways for avoiding them will be saught.

Yordanka Nikolova, Burgas Free University
“Go digital – Stay human!”
Talk/ teacher training
The presentation looks into aspects of Active learning, implemented in language teaching through ICT tools. It presents a case study of an ERASMUS+ project and its importance for the professional development of teachers. Finally, the presentation discusses the importance of developing Soft skills in the modern classroom, as an integral part of the educational process.

Zarina Markova, SWU “Neofit Rilski”, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria
Thinking critically about critical thinking
Talk / teacher training
Critical thinking is considered a key life skill, and advice on how to teach it to students abounds.  But do we, the teachers, think critically enough? Not always, experience says. What traps do we sometimes fall into? How can we avoid them? Why should we beware of taking critical thinking uncritically? And can a critical stance lead us to another trap? This talk will attempt to provide some answers.

Zhivka Ilieva, Dobrich College, Shumen University, Bulgaria 
Desislava Terzieva, Estiliya Ltd, Bulgaria
Rehearsal time (very young learners)
Drama is part of FLT activities with very young learners. Drama is usually included in the end of the year festivals prepared by the teachers and the children for the parents. Rehearsal is necessary for achieving good results. During rehearsal time learners remember whole phrases from their own and their mates‘ roles. This presentation shows the stages of rehearsal and learning while preparing for the end of the year festivals.
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