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EditorsΩ Corner 

 
 

Dear Readers, 

 

In harmony with the delightful autumn spirit around 

us, this issue brings to you a mosaic of articles that, 

we hope, could add more variety and colour to your 

busy ELT lives.  

 

The autumn theme starts with an article with which Bill Templer continues his 

explorations of American short fiction and its potential to teach English, but also 

global issues like friendship, support, self-sacrifice ς this time Bill brings The Last 

Leaf, one of O. IŜƴǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻǳŎƘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ. It is followed by a 

contribution by another seasoned ELT professional: 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ bŜǿǎƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

on his attempt to equip an adult learner with some basic spoken English ς a fine 

ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

and learning. Next, a lesson plan by Tsvetelena Taralova, the third-prize winner of 

the 9th round of BETA Competition, suggests a sequence of teaching activities for 

ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǿŜō ǘƻƻƭǎΦ   

 

There are two reports in this issue: Tanya Bikova gives us a taste of ELT Signposts, 

the annual autumn conference of our partners from the Association of Teachers of 

English of the Czech Repuplic, and Diana Velcheva-Emmanouilidou evokes 

memories of childhood, summer and play with her description of an English-

language project, ! aƛŘǎǳƳƳŜǊ bƛƎƘǘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳ. The issue also includes Tanya 
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.ƛƪƻǾŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ǿƛǘƘ Caroline Murphy, a Fulbright/America for Bulgaria English 

Teaching Assistant for 2016-2017. 

 

The autumn thread finishes with the poetry corner, where you can enjoy Helen 

Bar-[ŜǾΩǎ A Leaf.  

 

Traditionally, we conclude with details about forthcoming ELT events and the e-

newsletter contribution guidelines.  

 

Happy reading! 

 

Zarina Markova 

Issue Editor 
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Teaching a Touching Tale 
about Three Artists: 

hΦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ άThe Last Leafέ 
(1907) 

                                      
 

Bill Templer 
 

                              
                                                   
 
                                                      

http://goo.gl/s3WHjq 
 

 

 
 

 

Introduction 

Among the most popular and moving short stories 

by O. Henry (William Sidney Porter, 1862-1910) is 

ά¢ƘŜ [ŀǎǘ [ŜŀŦέ όмфлтύΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŀƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-sacrifice among 

ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ /ƛǘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨDƛƭŘŜŘ !ƎŜΩ 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфллΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ hΦ IŜƴǊȅ ΨǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ ŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘe 

first short stories by any writer to be set in Greenwich Village, the famous 

neighborhood of artists and writers in Lower Manhattan. The tale is also the single 
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http://goo.gl/ctHpV
s 

http://goo.gl/s3WHjq
http://literature.wikia.com/wiki/O._Henry
http://gisig.iatefl.org/
mailto:templerbill@gmail.com
http://goo.gl/ctHpVs
http://goo.gl/ctHpVs
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story by O. Henry that has led to the most cinematic versions of an O. Henry tale, 

both in Hollywood (1952) and more recently, available on youtube.  O. Henry was 

very interested in ΨǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ in our lives, what seems ΨǊŀƴŘƻƳΣΩ how it 

occurs ς 100s  of his stories hinge on an unexpected sharp turn of events. I will 

refer below to this άƛƳǇact of the highly ƛƳǇǊƻōŀōƭŜέ (Taleb 2010), an intriguing 

philosophical, existential and also ΨŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎΩ question: i.e. what can we know?   

 

O. IŜƴǊȅΩǎ tale is available online in the original (2,375 words) and also in a greatly 

simplified version in VOA Special English (1,500 words), both of which will be 

introduced here. Teachers should read this brief article about the story for 

orientation, and this introduction. O. Henry moved to New York in 1902, and 

wrote over 360 short stories there until his death, many set among the ordinary 

people of New York City at the time. He is likely the only major American fiction 

writer who spent three years in penitentiary for a quite minor crime. While in Ohio 

State Penitentiary (1898-1901), writing stories, he adopted the pen name O. 

Henry, perhaps from Ohio State Penitentiary. Many have called for his pardon, the 

ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ΨŜƳōŜȊȊƭŜƳŜƴǘΩ ƻŦ ŎŀΦ Ϸулл ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭǳŘƛŎǊƻǳǎΦ !ǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 

worked as a licensed pharmacist in Greensboro/N.C., knowledgeable about illness, 

perhaps reflected in this tale. The VOA version tests for Flesch-Kinkaid Grade Level 

at 3.95 and Flesch Reading Ease 84.10, average sentence length of 9.73 words, 

ǉǳƛǘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜφŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ readability tool. By contrast, the original 

tale is Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level 5.40, Flesch Reading Ease 78.91, average no. of 

words per sentence 12.68. But the core difficulty in the original is the literary lexis. 

 

 

 

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/LasLea.shtml
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/the-last-leaf-o-henry/3918207.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Last_Leaf
http://literature.wikia.com/wiki/The_Last_Leaf
https://blog.bookstellyouwhy.com/should-o-henry-get-a-presidential-pardon
https://www.online-utility.org/english/readability_test_and_improve.jsp
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                            Mr. Pneumonia 

Central to the story is the personification Mr. Pneumonia, a disease that ravaged 

both rich and many poor in New York and across the United States a century ago 

(see below). This is a tale about pneumonia, its dangers and victims, still today a 

killer in the flu epidemics that arise each year, most recently in Australia and New 

Zealand 2017. That has been the worst flu epidemic those countries have seen in 

many years, and perhaps a dark harbinger of what is expected in Europe later this 

year and into 2018. It raises the local question: what do students (and their 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎύ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ aǊΦ tƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ Ψŀǘ ǊŀƴŘƻƳΩΚ 

 

                       Working with the Tale 

1. Ask students first to look at the image above of an old bearded man. They can 

discuss in groups of three. What is he doing?  Why could he be doing that? What 

time of day could it be? What do they think the story could be about? They can 

also describe the second image of the leaf detached yet clinging. 

 

2. Also discuss with students what they know about pneumonia. Perhaps some 

have a story in their own family or among friends and neighbors. 

   

3. Show students this animated Bedtime Story adapted from the story, in very 

simple English. It gives the basic plot, and could serve as an introduction even 

before reading and listening to the story. They can also watch this video summary 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΩ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

 

http://news.sky.com/story/nhs-chief-warns-of-severe-winter-flu-outbreak-after-worst-season-on-record-in-australia-11032027
http://news.sky.com/story/nhs-chief-warns-of-severe-winter-flu-outbreak-after-worst-season-on-record-in-australia-11032027
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teHasbE_gqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQUA8RaDI0k
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4. Introduce the story with the simplified VOA version, reading the first sections 

and also listening to the reading on MP3 provided at the site. There is a detailed 

lesson plan that teachers can use or adopt: you can decide how to proceed. The 

lesson plan is based on the CALLA approach, which teachers can familiarize 

themselves with if they have no experience with that. It has five elements: 

Prepare / Present / Practice / Self-Evaluate / Expand, also works with a range of 

metacognitive and task-based strategies explained in the lesson plan.  Here 

several vocabulary flashcards teachers can use and expand on inventively. 

 

5. Students at higher intermediate level can also read the original version, and 

listen to a reading of that version.  Here another illustrated version with a reading. 

6. Here some questions and answers  re the story; utilize with the lesson plan. 

 

The Characters 

The story has three characters, two young female artists Johnsy and her friend 

Sue, and an older immigrant artist, Mr. Behrman, who lives downstairs of them. 

How long have Johnsy and Sue known each other? Where do they come from in 

the United States? What has attracted them to New York, and why Greenwich 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΚ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƳŜǘ ōȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ όǎŜŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜύΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ WƻƘƴǎȅΩǎ 

problem? Do the women have family nearby, or perhaps a boyfriend? What is 

their relationship with Behrman?  Does he have any family, a wife, a son or 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΚ !ǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ΨƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΩ 

English. Where could he be from? Is he a successful painter? Do they live, like 

many artists, in relative poverty, perhaps isolation, loneliness? There is another 

important character in the story, the doctor. What role does he play? 

 

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/the-last-leaf-o-henry/3918207.html
https://docs.voanews.eu/en-US-LEARN/2015/12/31/5db9866e-e069-482d-b8ab-1dcae017ce0e.pdf
https://docs.voanews.eu/en-US-LEARN/2015/12/31/5db9866e-e069-482d-b8ab-1dcae017ce0e.pdf
https://quizlet.com/100995709/the-last-leaf-vocabulary-flash-cards/
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/LasLea.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FYXIOFJ2XA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AJBTNIIbgMU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25-jXUOL3r8
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Ask students to look at the still photo below from the 1952 Hollywood film of the 

story, starring Anne Baxter as Johnsy and Jean Peters as her friend Sue, both 

famous actresses. What can we see? What is on the wall? Anne Baxter (Johnsy) is 

lying in bed, looking away ς ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ΨƛƳǇǊƻōŀōƭŜΩ ŀƴŘ 

ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜΚ 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣΩ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊΚ  

 

                                                                                                    http://goo.gl/1y9XKA  

 

 

              The Impact of the Unpredictable 

Ask students to ponder the role of chance, randomness and the unpredictable in 

this story. It is also a huge fascinating factor in our own lives, and in human history 

on the planet (Taleb 2010). For example, Sue and Johnsy meet by chance, i.e. 

ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜ ƴƻǘŜǎΥ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ άfound their 

tastes in art, chicory salad and bishop sleeves so congenial that the joint studio 

resultŜŘέφƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜȅ ōȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ΨǊŀƴŘƻƳΩ ǘŀǎǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŎƘŜŀǇ ŦƻƻŘ and  full-sleeved 

blouses. Sue is from Maine and Johnsy from California, the two furthest states 

from each other in the continental 48 states. This difference is important because 

Johnsy is unaccustomed to the harsh cold winters of New York. Sue, from Maine, 

is hardened to sub-ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴ ΨǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΩ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

http://goo.gl/1y9XKA
https://www.google.bg/search?q=bishop+sleeves+images&sa=X&rlz=1C1AOHY_enBG708BG708&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ved=0ahUKEwj9ipDBuafWAhWM8RQKHa3uDOkQ7AkISA&biw=1024&bih=673
https://www.google.bg/search?q=bishop+sleeves+images&sa=X&rlz=1C1AOHY_enBG708BG708&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ved=0ahUKEwj9ipDBuafWAhWM8RQKHa3uDOkQ7AkISA&biw=1024&bih=673
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story. They find an apartment, by chance. By chance, downstairs lives an elderly 

artist Behrman. Johnsy falls ill, again by fateful chance, with pneumonia. The 

ŘƻŎǘƻǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ {ǳŜΥ άΨShe has one chance in - ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎŀȅΣ ǘŜƴΣΩ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎƘƻƻƪ 

down the mercury in his clinical thermometer.  ΨAnd that chance is for her to want 

ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦΩέ {ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨŎƘŀƴŎŜΣΩ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƛǘƻǳǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΣ 

her survival is dependent on her basic will to survive. There are other 

ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ΨƛƳǇǊƻōŀōƭŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƭƛƴƎ ŜƴŘΣ 

ǘƘŜ ΨƭŜŀŦΩ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜΣ ǘƘǳǎ ΨǎŀǾƛƴƎΩ WƻƘƴǎȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ όŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ 

ǘŀƪƛƴƎ .ŜƘǊƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭǎ Ŧŀǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƭƭύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ΨoutlierΣΩ άŀǎ ƛǘ ƭƛŜǎ 

outside the realm of regular expectations, because nothing in the past can 

ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎƭȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέ ό¢ŀƭŜō нлмлΥ ȄȄii). O. Henry, of course, explains 

ǘƘƛǎ άƭŜŀŦΣέ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ .ŜƘǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŦŀŎǘΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ΨƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΣΩ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭΦΩ ¢ŀƭŜō ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ events that are rare, highly 

ƛƳǇǊƻōŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ όȅŜǘ ǊŜǘǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ΨŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŀōƭŜΩ ōȅ 

ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴύ ŀǎ Ψ.ƭŀŎƪ {ǿŀƴǎΦΩ IŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎΥ ά! ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ {ǿŀƴǎ 

explain almost everything in our world, religions, to the dynamics of historical 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƻ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎέ ό¢ŀƭŜōΥ ƛōƛŘΦύΦ !ǎƪ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ 

ponder how the unpredictable plays a role in their own personal lives, in fact in 

some ways on a daily basis: accidents, chance encounters, totally new ideas. Daily 

news is full of such Black Swans, like hurricanes, wildfires in California and their 

terrible destruction, wars no one could predict, terrorist attacks, on and on. But in 

terms of the role of chance, randomness and unpredictability in human life, we 

ourselves are all unique beings, the product of chance marriages between people 

who became our parents. This is not a Black Swan in the strict sense, but indeed 

reflects the role of chance in much of what we are, and do, and hope to achieve. 

Teachers can also ponder this about their lives. As Nassim Nicholas Taleb (2010: 
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ȄȄƛƛƛύ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎΥ ά[ƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ /ƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

technological changes, and the inventions that have taken place in our 

environment since you were born and compare them to what was expected 

before their advent. How many of them came on a schedule? Look into your own 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǎŀȅΣ ƻǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǘŜ ώΧϐ Iƻǿ 

ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфуф ƛn 

.ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ΨƻǳǘƭƛŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀŎƪ {ǿŀƴ 9ǾŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ōŀǎƛŎ 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦΩ !ǎ ¢ŀƭŜō όƛōƛŘΦύ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘǎΥ ά.ƭŀŎƪ {ǿŀƴ ƭƻƎƛŎ 

makes ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƪƴƻǿΦέ  ²Ŝ 

navigate in a ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ άŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ ƻǇŀŎƛǘȅέ ό¢ŀƭŜōΣ ƛōƛŘΦΥ олнύΦ IŜ ƴƻǘŜǎΥ 

ά!ƴ ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƻ ƘƻƭŘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴέ όƛōƛŘΦύΦ 

 

                Comparing the Two Versions 

IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΥ άaŀƴȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ 

Village area of New York. Two young women named Sue and Johnsy shared a 

studio apartment at the top of a three-story building. Johnsy's real name was 

WƻŀƴƴŀΦέ  

 

Here the first sŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΩǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΥ άLƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

west of Washington Square the streets have run crazy and broken themselves into 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘǊƛǇǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǇƭŀŎŜǎΦΩ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ΨǇƭŀŎŜǎΩ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴƎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǾŜǎΦ hƴŜ 

Street crosses itself ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΦ ώΧϐ {ƻΣ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƛƴǘ ƻƭŘ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ 

people soon came prowling, hunting for north windows and eighteenth-century 

ƎŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ǳǘŎƘ ŀǘǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿ ǊŜƴǘǎΦ Χέ 
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hΦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴǿich 

Village, many unlike streets anywhere else in New York City, curving even back 

into themselves here and there. So this special architecture of the cityscape there, 

the old streets, many with cobblestones (as still in some Bulgarian cities, like 

Shumen), attracted artists, in fact from the 1860s, to settle there. The simplified 

ǘŀƭŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΥ άLƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ŀ ŎƻƭŘΣ ǳƴǎŜŜƴ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

disease, pneumonia, killed many people. Johnsy lay on her bed, hardly moving. 

She looked through the small window. She could see the side of the brick house 

ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦέ 

 

The original is much more elaborated: ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ aŀȅΦ Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƭŘΣ 

unseen stranger, whom the doctors called Pneumonia, stalked about the colony, 

touching one here and there with his icy fingers. Over on the east side this ravager 

strode boldly, smiting his victims by scores, but his feet trod slowly through the 

maze of the narrow and moss-ƎǊƻǿƴ ΨǇƭŀŎŜǎΦΩ aǊΦ tƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

would call a chivalric old gentleman. A mite of a little woman with blood thinned 

by California zephyrs was hardly fair game for the red-fisted, short-breathed old 

duffer. But Johnsy he smote; and she lay, scarcely moving, on her painted iron 

bedstead, looking through the small Dutch window-panes at the blank side of the 

ƴŜȄǘ ōǊƛŎƪ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ  bƻ ǊŜŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΥ ōut by chance a vine is growing up that wall, 

and plays a fateful role in the tale. 

 

Students can compare the many differences in the description,  the very literary 

vocabulary oŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΣ ǾŜǊōǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨǎƳƛǘŜΣΩ ΨǘǊƻŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘǊƻŘŜΣΩ  ŀŘƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

ΨǉǳŀƛƴǘΣΩ ΨŎƘƛǾŀƭǊƛŎΣΩ ƴƻǳƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ΨȊŜǇƘȅǊǎΣΩ ΨŘǳŦŦŜǊΣΩ ΨƳƛǘŜΦΩ  Working in small groups, 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ΨƘŀǊŘΣΩ ƭƻǿ-frequency words have been eliminated or 

rephrased in the VOA rendering. Ask students who are advanced beginners and 
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perhaps at lower intermediate level to search for seven words in the original story 

ǿƘƻǎŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ hΦ IŜƴǊȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŜǎΣ 

metaphors, frequent figurative language; most such figurative expressions have 

been removed in the simpler downshifted version. Teachers with students at 

advanced elementary (A-2) or low-intermediate level (B-1) can concentrate on the 

fine simplified version of the story, since the original is lexically quite complex.  

 

                    Discussion Points Galore 

Looking out the window at the blank brick wall and dying vine, its leaves falling, 

Johnsy begins to identify with the plant as a kind of icon of her own situation. She 

thinks she will die when the last leaf falls. It is some kind of supernatural sign. This 

seems foolish in the eyes of the doctor, Sue, and especially old man Behrman, but 

they understand it is hard to convince Johnsy that is a silly notion. Her mind has 

been affected by the illness, she just wants to die. She says: άLϥƳ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎΦ 

I'm tired of thinking. I want to turn loose my hold on everything, and go sailing 

down, down, just like one of those poor, tired leaves." She is resigned to dying and 

very weary of her illness. Perhaps students know of people who believe in various 

ΨǎƛƎƴǎΩ ǘƘŀt something will happen, a kind of popular superstition about what we 

Ŏŀƴ ƪƴƻǿΣ ΨǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜǇƛǎǘŜƳƛŎǎΦΩ hǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 

ΨōŀŘ ƭǳŎƪΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǘŀƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ψǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΣΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘΦ !ǎ ŀ 

pharmacist, O. HeƴǊȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƻǇƻŜƛŀΩ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭΦ 

 

hΦ IŜƴǊȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ΨŦŀƛƭŜŘΩ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ .ŜƘǊƳŀƴΦ IŜ 

seems to speak a kind of Germanized English. He may stem from Germany. He 

cannot sell any paintings and perhaps drinks too much gin, alluded to by mention 

of the smell of juniper berries he exuded. His family name is also a quite common 
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Jewish family name, sometimes spelled Berman. O. Henry probably knew this, but 

ƘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƻǊ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΩǎ ōŀŎƪƎround. How does he 

survive if he cannot sell what he paints, or cannot in fact paint much at all? In the 

story, Sue sketches to sell drawings to a magazine for a few meager dollars and 

asks Behrman to pose, he finally agrees.  In some way Behrman may silently adore 

the girls as if they were his own two daughters. In the end, saying nothing, he goes 

out into a cold and rainy night to paint a small leaf high on a brick wall, risking his 

own health and even his very life. It becomes his final act as a man and as a failed 

artist, almost a kind of self-sacrifice. What was his motivation?  What has been his 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘǊŜŀƳΚ 5ƛŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǊƻƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƎƛŎΣ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ΨǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜΩ ŜƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜΚ 

 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ .ŜƘǊƳŀƴΩǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ girls came 

to live upstairs of him? Did he have a family? Students could write an imaginary 

ΨŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩ ƻŦ .ŜƘǊƳŀƴΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜΦ ²ŀǎ ƘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 

German background, or perhaps Jewish, even a speaker of Yiddish? Why did he 

emigrate tƻ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΚ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ άaƛŎƘŀŜƭ !ƴƎŜƭƻΩǎ ΨaƻǎŜǎΩ ōŜŀǊŘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

statue O. Henry refers to. Although O. Henry could not know, a famous Polish-

Jewish painter, Abraham Adolf Behrman (1876-1943) would later gain fame in the 

мфнлǎ ŀƴŘ Ψолǎ ƛƴ tƻƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ bŀȊƛ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇ ƛƴ 

мфпоΦ IŜǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ΨJewish brideΩ όмфмпύΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 

Jewish publishing houses in the U.S. is Behrman House. These are associations 

readers in New York may have today, as did readers a century ago, I am sure.  

 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ WƻƘƴǎȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ƻǊ 

{ǳŜΩǎ ƛƴ aŀƛƴŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜΚ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǎƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇŀƛƴǘŜǊΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ 

is her great dream? They can also imagine or write about what happens after the 

story ends. Does Johnsy realize her dream to become a successful painter? Does 

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo#/media/File:Michelangelo_Moses.jpg
http://images.plentyofpaintings.com/Adolf%2C-Abraham-Behrman/Una-Sposa-1171243-large.jpg
http://www.nj.com/union/index.ssf/2015/05/jewish_publishing_house_headquartered_in_nj_expand.html
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ǎƘŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ Lǘŀƭȅ ǘƻ ǇŀƛƴǘΚ {ǳŎƘ ΨŘǊŜŀƳǎΩ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 

in our own lives and in literature. Do Sue and Johnsy stay together? Johnsy could 

ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƻǊŘŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ΨƛƴŎŀƭŎǳƭŀōƭŜΩ Ψм-in-млΩ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ  

 

                     Cinematic Adaptations 

Teachers can alert students to the various versions of the story in cinematic 

adaptations, most accessible online. The best-ƪƴƻǿƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ ŦƛƭƳ άO. 

IŜƴǊȅΩǎ Cǳƭƭ IƻǳǎŜέ όмфрнύΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ŀǎǘ [ŜŀŦΩ ƛǎ 

dramatized from min. 34:45 to 54:20. There are numerous differences from the 

original tale, but basically it remains the same. Students can discuss the evident 

differences. For example, Johnsy is pictured having a quarrel with her boyfriend at 

the very beginning, and she runs out of his apartment into the cold and stormy 

night, where she then falls ills with pneumonia. There are three other versions 

students can watch, enjoy and compare: first perhaps this directed by Matt Gatlin, 

very close in dialogue and text to the original version. Then there is another 

version by writer/director Kathleen Weir, set during the great 1919 flu pandemic 

in New York and across the world. A student film version done in California was 

recently put online. Students will like another wise animated version of the story 

ŦǊƻƳ LƴŘƛŀΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ΨƻƴŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǊȅΦΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

even a very well-produced aƻǊƳƻƴ Ψ9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜΩ όмфупύ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ φ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ 

sensibilities far too Christianized, the failed painter as self-sacrificing Savior.  

 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ άFalling Leavesέ όǎƛƭŜƴǘΣ мфмнύΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ Alice Guy .ƭŀŎƘŞΣ also set in 

New York City, was partially inspired by O. IŜƴǊȅΩǎ story.  Trixie tries to cure the 

fatal TB (consumption) of her beloved sister Winifred by hanging leaves in the fall 

garden; then by mere chance she meets a bacteriologist, Dr. Headley, passing by 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn_CmQTpcfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn_CmQTpcfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dhs1pHyGOI&t=920s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i_xUFOPSUf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8MppBUnr3A&t=267s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slSCIv6JYxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4X7IjNyDETE&t=316s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_cYhqVblLc
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the house, who can cure her. In the final scene, Winifred may be falling in love 

with Dr. Headley, and he with her.  Ms. Guy .ƭŀŎƘŞ was the first truly famous and 

influential female film director, who worked in France and the U.S.  Here a brief 

overview on this great filmmaker. Today US showbiz bemoans the striking lack of 

female film directors.  Students can watch άCŀƭƭƛƴƎ [ŜŀǾŜǎέ and discuss what is 

being said, what can be seen, the power of silent film to galvanize speaking. Here 

a slapstick silent film by Alice, άA Sticky Womanέ (1906), mayhem in a post office. 

 

          Applying Lexical Frequency Analysis 

Useful for teachers and learners is a frequency analysis from lextutor (see the 

Appendix) of the original story, there are 163 lexemes (word families) above the K-

2 level [!], making for much new more difficult vocabulary, including 36 K-4 

lexemes, 17 K-5 words, 22 lexemes K-6, 12 lexemes for K-7 and for K-8 level, and 

even 5 lexemes each for levels K-10, K-11 and K-15. By contrast, the lextutor 

analysis for the simplified version has only 21 lexemes above K-2 level, including 

three words at K-6 and two at K-у ƭŜǾŜƭφŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜΦ 

  

Teachers and students should learn to use the lextutor.ca tool for difficulty 

analysis with a great variety of texts. K-1 comprises the 1,000 most frequent 

lexemes (corpus-based, here BNC and COCA). Students can also test single 

ƭŜȄŜƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ΨŎƘƛǾŀƭǊƛŎΩΣ ΨǎƘŀƎƎȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǿŀƎƎŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

original version are K-ф ƭŜȄŜƳŜǎΤ ΨƎƴŀǊƭŜŘΩ ƛǎ Y-млΣ ΨǉǳŀƛƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƧŜǿΩǎ-ƘŀǊǇΩ ŀǊŜ Y-7, 

ΨǘǿŀƴƎΩ όŀ ŘǊŀǿƴ-ƻǳǘ ǾƻǿŜƭ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƴǳƴŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǳŜΩǎ aŀƛƴŜ ŀŎŎŜƴǘύ ƛǎ Y-

ммΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜȄŜƳŜ ΨŘǳŦŦŜǊΩ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ Y-15, its sȅƴƻƴȅƳ ΨŘǳƴŘŜǊƘŜŀŘΩ 

is K-ннΣ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘ ƭŜȄŜƳŜ ΨŦƭƛōōŜǊǘƛƎƛōōŜǘΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƛƭƭȅΣ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭȅ ǘŀƭƪŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ 

ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜȄŜƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜǎǘ ŀƴȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƻǊŘΦΩ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqlD7RLoNAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqlD7RLoNAI
http://variety.com/2017/film/news/female-directors-hollywood-diversity-1201958694/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=omWX9folhNE
http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/comp/
http://www.lextutor.ca/
http://corpus.byu.edu/bnc/
http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/
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    Exploring O. Henry, His Fiction and Beyond 

Students can read about William Sydney Porter, alias O. Henry, his life and work. 

The Complete Works of O. Henry are online, start browsing.  Here another site 

with ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ мллǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ. Here a brief biography. A 

standard study is Current-DŀǊŎƛŀΩǎ όмффоύΦ ¢ƘŜ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ ŦƛƭƳ άhΦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ Cǳƭƭ 

Houseέ όмфрнύ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŦƛǾŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

students, introduced by John Steinbeck. Here  O. IŜƴǊȅΩǎ famous  collection of tales set 

in New York  The Four Million (1906). A number of hΦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ stories are available in 

VOA Special English, and most of his tales can be found online in the original. He is 

still a popular writer, and his stories are read in many school syllabi in the U.S.  

Some students might be encouraged to concentrate on his stories, a good way to 

ƭŜŀǊƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ōȅ ǎǳŎƘ ΨƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΩ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ όYǊŀǎƘŜƴΣ нллпύ 

that is actually very broadening. Fresh, inventive approaches to literacy pedagogy 

are badly needed here in Bulgaria in TEFL and teaching Bulgarian (Novinite, 2016), 

including far more free voluntary reading (FVR), and extensive reading (Templer, 

2012). Ordinary learners, especially in Bulgaria, often from very low-income, 

modest backgrounds, deserve more options, especially through independent EFL 

reading, in my view also ƛƴ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ [м ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ wƻƳŀƴƛΣ ΨŜǘƘƴƛŎ C±wΦΩ Templer 

όнлмпύ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ hΦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ 

Templer (2016) discusses a simple X-Ƴŀǎ ǘŀƭŜ άYƛƴέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŦƻǊƳŜǊ WŀŎƻō 

Riis, a classic mini-fiction (661 words) about New York poverty on the street at 

Christmas in the 1890s. Templer (2017) presents another story by O. Henry set in 

NYC. More generally, here are numerous classic very short stories for American 

ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ aŀƴȅ  ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ here [not just U.S.]. They can whet 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǇǇŜǘƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōǊŜǾƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ O. Henry Award for best 

short story.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O._Henry
https://ia802604.us.archive.org/34/items/completeworksofo002824mbp/completeworksofo002824mbp.pdf
https://americanliterature.com/author/o-henry/bio-books-stories
http://northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/o-henry-1862-1910/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn_CmQTpcfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn_CmQTpcfI
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/2776/2776-h/2776-h.htm
http://learningenglish.voanews.com/z/1581.html
https://letterpile.com/writing/Very-Short-Stories-For-High-School
https://americanliterature.com/
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/O._Henry_Award
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          Expanding Into the Historical World 

(1) What was and is Greenwich Village, a major spatial focal point in New York and 

U.S. cultural history? Students can explore the article. Allusions in the story to 

ά5ǳǘŎƘ ŀǘǘƛŎǎέ ŀƴŘ άǎƳŀƭƭ 5ǳǘŎƘ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ-ǇŀƴŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ b¸/Ωǎ Ψ5ǳǘŎƘΩ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǇŀǎǘΦ 

  

(2) Gentrification in parts of New York has led to extremely high prices for buying 

an apartment in Greenwich Village today, for example, where prices can average 

$23,000 per m2. This means that a small 45m2 apartment may cost $1,035,000, 

over a million dollars. Perhaps even something like the sǘǳŘƛƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǉǳŀǘǘȅΩ о-

floor building that Johnsy, Sue and Behrman lived in over a century ago. See also 

this overview of real estate in the West Village and NYC today. Students can learn 

more about the dimensions of gentrification. They can read an article on its 

effects, numerous downsides. Here the situation in Philadelphia. 

 

(3) Mr. Pneumonia. O. Henry probably knew from direct experience the 1889-90 

Ψwǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŦƭǳΩ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƭƭΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǇƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ 

perished. tƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨGilded AgeΩ ǿŀǎ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎƭǳƳǎ 

and tenements across the United States, not just in New York City. The worst flu 

pandemic in modern history ravaged in 1918-19 across the planet, a super-Black 

Swan Event, infecting some 500 million persons, of whom some 10-20% died 

(perhaps 100 million all-told). In the United States, between 500,000 and 675,000 

are believed to have died, often from fatŀƭ ǇƴŜǳƳƻƴƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ Ψ{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŦƭǳΩ 

appeared in Queens/New York in March 1918, and one of its earliest victims was 

the grandfather of President Donald Trump, the hotel manager Frederick Trump, 

who fell suddenly ill in late May 1918 while out walking with his 13-year-old son 

CǊŜŘ όtǊŜǎΦ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƎŜŘ пфΦ ! ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ 

file:///H:/ohenry/Greenwich%20Village%20%20https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenwich_Village
https://www.trulia.com/real_estate/West_Village-New_York/5269/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentrification
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/09/this-is-what-happens-after-a-neighborhood-gets-gentrified/432813/
https://www.workers.org/2017/09/22/anti-gentrification-organizing-heats-up-in-philadelphia/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1889%E2%80%9390_flu_pandemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gilded_Age
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1918_flu_pandemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1918_flu_pandemic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Trump#Later_life_and_death
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ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴȊŀ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƛǎ ΨǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘΩ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ нлмт-18 in Europe and N. America 

following the huge flu epidemic in Australia/NZ. In Britain, the NHS fears άthe 

ǿƻǊǎǘ Ŧƭǳ ǎŜŀǎƻƴέ since 1945, very harsh January 2018 to come. Also be prepared 

in BG: vaccination, avoid touching metal on buses, soapwash all coins. Beware! 

But remember: much illness is basically unpredictable, random. We cannot know 

when and where we may be exposed to a virus or bacterium and if we may fall ill. 
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Appendix (Lextutor data) 

 

Original Lextutor THE LAST LEAF 

 

Freq. Level Families (%) Types (%) Tokens (%) Cumul. token % 

K-1 Words : 393 (61.31) 507 (61.98) 1959 (81.42) 81.42 

K-2 Words : 85 (13.26) 94 (11.49) 115 (4.78) 86.20 

K-3 Words : 28 (4.37) 28 (3.42) 37 (1.54) 87.74 

K-4 Words : 36 (5.62) 39 (4.77) 51 (2.12) 89.86 

K-5 Words : 17 (2.65) 17 (2.08) 23 (0.96) 90.82 

K-6 Words : 22 (3.43) 22 (2.69) 29 (1.21) 92.03 

K-7 Words : 12 (1.87) 12 (1.47) 15 (0.62) 92.65 

K-8 Words : 12 (1.87) 12 (1.47) 22 (0.91) 93.56 

K-9 Words : 9 (1.40) 9 (1.10) 9 (0.37) 93.93 

K-10 Words : 5 (0.78) 6 (0.73) 6 (0.25) 94.18 

K-11 Words : 5 (0.78) 5 (0.61) 5 (0.21) 94.39 

K-12 Words : 1 (0.16) 1 (0.12) 1 (0.04) 94.43 

K-13 Words : 1 (0.16) 1 (0.12) 1 (0.04) 94.47 

K-14 Words : 4 (0.62) 4 (0.49) 4 (0.17) 94.64 

K-15 Words : 5 (0.78) 5 (0.61) 5 (0.21) 94.85 

K-16 Words : 1 (0.16) 1 (0.12) 1 (0.04) 94.89 

     

K-18 Words : 1 (0.16) 1 (0.12) 1 (0.04) 94.93 

Ą163 words [word families] above K-2 (2,000 most common lexemes) 
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VOA Special English version 

Freq. Level Families (%) Types (%) Tokens (%) Cumul. token % 

K-1 Words : 310 (82.67) 394 (82.08) 1334 (88.34) 88.34 

K-2 Words : 42 (11.20) 44 (9.17) 61 (4.04) 92.38 

K-3 Words : 8 (2.13) 8 (1.67) 11 (0.73) 93.11 

K-4 Words : 7 (1.87) 7 (1.46) 12 (0.79) 93.90 

K-5 Words : 1 (0.27) 1 (0.21) 5 (0.33) 94.23 

K-6 Words : 3 (0.80) 3 (0.62) 6 (0.40) 94.63 

K-7 Words : 
    

K-8 Words : 2 (0.53) 2 (0.42) 7 (0.46) 95.09 

Ą 21 words [word families] above K-2 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://goo.gl/HfDh37
http://goo.gl/HfDh37
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Reflections: 
άYou can take a horse to 

water, but you cannot make 
it drinkέ 

 

Dennis Newson 
 

These reflections are based on journal entries I 

made for myself when I recently gave seven of a 

planned series of ten private, one-hour  English 

language lessons to a friend I will call Dekram, who 

retired recently as a teacher and teacher trainer of 

German at the age of 65. (We both live in a north 

German town). I wanted to use this opportunity to 

explore whether a number of personal routines, 

convictions and practices in the teaching of EFL 

were still effective. Although I am still actively involved in TEFL through my work 

on a couple of TEFL committees, I have done no regular face-to-face teaching 

regularly since my retirement 17 years ago. 

 

Dekram, who  is bilingual, Turkish and German, had often told me that that he had 

always regretted that he could not speak English. At school he was very interested 

in learning the language, but the teaching was done by a Turkish teacher whose 

English, reported Dekram, was appalling, and a volunteer American soldier who 

rarely turned up for lessons! 

 

 
 
Dennis Newson 
M.A.(Cantab), P.D.E.S.L. 
(Leeds), has taught in 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Qatar, 
Norway and Germany in 
middle schools, secondary 
schools, teacher training 
colleges and universities. 
He was a consultant for 
short periods in Bosnia and 
Kosovo. At present, he is on 
the advisory board of 
L!¢9C[Ωǎ DL{LG.   
Email:  
djn@dennisnewson.de  

mailto:djn@dennisnewson.de
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Apart from his long-standing wish, Dekram was well motivated for the following 

reasons: A few years ago he bought a house in Turkey, and he returns there 

several times a year. The house is new and is on an estate where many of his 

neighbours are British ς these homes are their second homes - and Russians. The 

lingua franca both amongst the very sociable house owners and in the shops and 

restaurants in the small harbour town is English. Dekram, himself a very sociable 

person, was becoming increasingly frustrated at not being able to communicate 

easily and fully with his neighbours in Turkey. 

 

I was convinced that I could help Dekram in a fairly short time to speak some of 

the English he needed. 

 

My core conviction about effectively learning another language is that it is a 

matter of learning to mean what ones wants to mean using the resources of 

language in question. It is not, in isolation, about  learning how to use tenses , 

prepositions and the most frequently used vocabulary. In other words, it is socially 

and communicatively motivated.  

 

I set myself the objective of enabling Dekram to learn some of the English he 

needed in ten 60-minute lessons, once or twice a week. The lessons, by design, 

took place in an English atmosphere, in my study at home, packed with English 

books, magazines and framed photos. Dekram had also emphasised that he 

wished us to concentrate on spoken English.  

 

My procedure, reflecting  my stand on a number of classical  TEFL pedagogical 

issues ς the use or non-use of the mother tongue, attention or not  to grammar, 

learning to hear and speak a word before learning its written form, the  use or not 
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of a textbook ς was:  (1) only to use German, the language, we had in common, to  

quickly find out what kind of English Dekram needed;  (2) Apart from its use as in 

(1) I planned for myself to rigorously avoid speaking German and consistently 

encourage Dekram not to use it either; (3) I planned to record all our sessions 

together so that I could refer  back to what had been said by both of us and 

Dekram, for his work at home, could listen to what he had said and hear again, 

and have available for repetition the practice that arose from the dialogues we 

had focused on in the set hour. I posted these recordings as MP3 attached files to 

Dekram after each lesson together with some written comments. My strategy was 

to enable him to hear as much English as possible and not exclusively my English. 

KƴƻǿƛƴƎ 5ŜƪǊŀƳΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L 

thought he would enjoy and benefit from ς over the years many adults from 

different countries have told me they learned much of their English by listening to 

songs sung in English. So, having worked on the meaning ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎΩ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ with 

Dekram face to face, I sent him their recordings after each session as an 

attachment, hoping that he would play them frequently, train his listening abilities 

and pick up some additional English. 

 

L ŎƘƻǎŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘƭŜǎΩ Ψ{ƘŜΩǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΩ, https://youtu.be/oAYiuFBqyLE 

and ΨLŜǘΩǎ Cŀƭƭ ƛƴ [ƻǾŜΩ by Eartha Kitt https://youtu.be/rU1U5adSknM believing 

that, in addition to the intensive work we did on the dialogues, some language 

learning might also take place if he listened to such singers passionately 

communicating through their musicality in English. 

 

Dekram turned out to have an excellent ear and had no difficulty repeating what I 

said to him ς though I quickly discovered that I needed to check rigorously that he 

understood what he was saying. This was not automatically the case. In my 

https://youtu.be/oAYiuFBqyLE
https://youtu.be/rU1U5adSknM
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explanations I fought shy of using German, but did so, rapidly, when it would have 

been pointless not to do so. 

 

For the intense practice of performing the phrases that I wanted him to produce, I 

frequently used the old technique of back-chaining. If you want to get the learner 

ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΥ ΨLŦ LΩŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛŘƛŜŘ ǳǇΩΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

the last word, or syllable, and gradually work back to the start. For example, 

LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΥ Ψ{ŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΥ  ǳǇΩΦ  [ŜŀǊƴŜǊΥ Ψ¦ǇΩΦ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΥ ΨǘƛŘƛŜŘ ǳǇΩΦ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊΥ 

ΨǘƛŘƛŜŘ ǳǇΩΦ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΥ ΨǳǾ ǘƛŘƛŜŘ ǳǇΩΦ [ŜŀǊƴŜǊΥ ΨǳǾ ǘƛŘƛŜŘ ǳǇΩΦ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊΥ ΨLΩŘ ǳǾ 

ǘƛŘƛŜŘ ǳǇΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ (Notice the importance of short forms, elisions etc). Dekram 

performed the sentences, importantly, copying my pronunciation, rhythm, 

intonation and tempo. 

 

After intense practice of conversations of this kind, we role-played them with 

Dekram playing his own part and me filling in with the words of the respondent. In 

this role I deliberately used to vary my part, saying something appropriate, but 

with slight differences so that conversations were not in danger of becoming 

memorised set pieces uttered unthinkingly. I also employed the classic 

substitution table mode of practice, e.g. 

 

¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΥ LŦ LΩŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ΧΦΦ ōŀƪŜŘ ŀ ŎŀƪŜ 

[ŜŀǊƴŜǊΥ  LŦ LΩŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀked a cake. 

Teacher: shaved. 

[ŜŀǊƴŜǊΥ LŦ LΩŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ LΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǾŜŘΦ 

 

Here are a couple of examples of some of the scripts I produced for Dekram which 

he learned to perform with me. As explained above, the dialogues were my 
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attempt to create the language he had said he needed using our common 

language ς German. These comprised appropriate greetings, polite questioning of 

how people were, suggestions and arrangements for activities together. They 

were individual, tailor-made, not taken from a structured course book. 

 

Script 1 

1. Hi! 

2. What are you doing today? 

2.1 What are your plans for today? 

3. I want to ask you if you would like to come with me to a restaurant in 

Kalkan tonight? 

4. You go down the hill towards the town centre. 

5. On the right is the shopping centre Yalu. Go a little further and on the left 

ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΧ 

6. L ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ с ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ 

 

Script 2 

hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ т ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 5ŜƪǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƴƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

neighbour looks at his watch and frowns. 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΦ  IƳƳΦ IŜΩǎ ƭŀǘŜΦ L ƘƻǇŜ ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦ 

At this moment Dekram  comes running down the hill. He is sweating and out of 

breath.  

5ŜƪǊŀƳΥ ΨLΩƳ ǎƻ ǎƻǊǊȅ L ŀƳ ƭŀǘŜΦ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Řƻ ŀǇƻƭƻƎƛǎŜΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ L ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

house, my sister phoned from Hamburg. She wanted to tell me something about 

Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩΦ 9ǘŎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 
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Journal entry Week 7 

Quite by chance, I discovered that at home Dekram had gone through the text of 

the Beatles: Ψ{ƘŜΩǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿe had listened to during the last hour. 

He had underlined the words he did not understand. He started to read them 

aloud to me, many mispronounced, and with many supplementary questions: 

Ψ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΧΚΩ !ƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ L ƘŀŘ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƛƳ ǊŜŀŘΥ ΨL 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΧΩ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎΥ Ψ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ youέΩΚ L 

explained that spending part of our one-hour face-to-face answering such 

questions was not a very efficient use of our time.  We were not studying the text. 

I had played it so that he could hear more English, and not only mine, and knowing 

that he would enjoy the music and be curious about the meaning, I assumed he 

could use a dictionary alone at home  to check on words he did not understand. I 

seemed to convince him. I also preached against his belief that he had to see a 

word written down before he could say it because of the real danger of being led 

into mispronunciation by the idiosyncrasies of the relationship in English between 

the written form of many words in contrast to how they are pronounced.  Since 

we had agreed that our focus was speaking English, I wanted him to practise 

hearing and then pronouncing words first, and finding out how they were written 

after he had mastered them vocally. The result of all this explanation was that 

there was not time to do what I had planned for the hour. 

 

I also noticed that Dekram had copied out the text, although I had sent him a 

typed version and that he had translated it into German. I explained to him my 

belief that as part of the learning process, translation was a bad practice ς one 

reason being that it encourages the expectation that there is a one-to-one 

meaning between words and expressions in the two languages and, secondly, 

because it encourages habitually thinking in two languages instead of practising 
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thinking and communicating in the target language only.  I reminded him of the 

aim of our experiment, to enable him to speak English ς translation was not part 

of that process.  It turned out that he and his wife had worked on the translation 

together, having a long discussion about points of usage.  

 

I also discovered that he had found a course on the internet and had bought it. I 

listened to it with him. The format was to listen to voices uttering sentences 

illustrated by pictures. Listen and repeat. A gap-filling exercise was given as a test 

to see if new vocabulary items had been learned. Dekram skipped the first part, 

guessed at the answers, muttered constantly in German and when the answer was 

spoken on the recording, did not   listen to it ς instead he read, mispronouncing, 

following the written text. 

 

In other words, away from our contact hour, Dekram had reverted, presumably, to 

his old ways of study. Despite this disappointment, though, I do believe up to this 

point Dekram was able learn some English that subsequently he used on his next 

visit to Turkey. And I also believe he could have learned even more if he had 

continued to work with my approach rather than switching to the commercial 

course he found on the internet.  

 

October, 2017 
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Seasons with Tablets 
 

Congratulations to Tsvetelena Taralova, 

No. 88 Secondary School, Sofia! Tsvetelena is the 

third prize winner in the 9th round of BETA 

competition - 2017! 

 

Lesson Plan 
 

Teacher: Tsvetelena Taralova 

Age of students: 14-15 

Level: Pre-Intermediate 

Lesson: Seasons with Tablets 

 

Teaching aids and materials: YouTube videos, a 

handout, a Padlet wall https://padlet.com/ , an 

evaluation rubric http://www.rcampus.com/ , a 

game on seasons with https://getkahoot.com/ 

evaluation of the lesson with an online tool 

https://answergarden.ch/  

 

Background of the group:  Students have been studying English intensively since 

September 2016. 

 

 
 

Tsvetelena Taralova has 
been a secondary English 
language teacher and 
Erasmus+ coordinator for 
13 years. She has 
completed teacher training 
courses in Dublin and 
London, and has been part 
of the Educational Leaders' 
Training Program, 
organised by America for 
Bulgaria Foundation. 
Tsvetelena is interested in 
using ICT in teaching and 
has been an eTwinning 
Erasmus+ ambassador for 
Bulgaria. At present, she 
works as the Head of the 
foreign language depart-
ment at School No  88 in 
Sofia. 
Email: ts_taralova@abv.bg  
 

https://padlet.com/
http://www.rcampus.com/
https://getkahoot.com/
https://answergarden.ch/
mailto:ts_taralova@abv.bg
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Main aim: To enable students to revise vocabulary and learn new words to 

describe seasons in interactive ways using tablets and Web tools suggested by the 

teachers. 

 

The lesson has been planned and carried out by two ELT teachers. The lesson was 

observed by English teachers and colleagues who teach other subjects at 88 

School in Sofia.   

 

WHAT 

Stage / Procedure 

WHY 

Objectives 

HOW 

Interaction 

pattern 

Timing 

Introduction 

Students are asked the following 

questions:  

How many seasons are there? What are 

they? What is the season now? 

 

Warm-up 

activity to 

arouse interest 

in the topic. 

Teachers and 

students 
3 mins 

1. Revising and enriching vocabulary 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛǇǎ ƻŦ ±ƛǾŀƭŘƛΩǎ 

Four Seasons and write as many words 

as possible in the correct section of the 

handout. 

One of the teachers asks students to 

read the vocabulary on their lists. The 

other teacher writes the items on the 

board. The next group adds their words 

To revise and 

enrich season 

vocabulary. 

Students in pairs. 

Teachers and the 

class 

15 mins 
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to the list. Then the teachers suggest 

more words for each season. 

2. Presenting the rubric to evaluate 

students work 

http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.

cfm?code=HX8XBA9&sp=yes 

To inform 

students about 

the tool they will 

use to evaluate 

ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 

work. 

Teachers and the 

class 
2 mins 

3. ²ǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƻŜƳ  

Students work on the padlet wall 

https://goo.gl/aWAmxm They choose a 

season and write a short acrostic. The 

name of the season is written in capital 

letters vertically, and each letter is the 

ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜƳΦ όLŦ ƛǘΩǎ 

difficult, it could be the second/third 

letter), e.g. WINTER. Students use the 

vocabulary on the board and their 

handout, and construct sentences 

starting correspondingly with W, I, N, T, 

E, R to finish the poem about this 

season. 

To give students 

practice with the 

revised and new 

season 

vocabulary. 

Students in pairs 

work on their 

tablets 

15 mins 

4. Reading aloud and evaluating the 

poems 

Each group reads their poem aloud. 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜǎΩ 

To encourage 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŜƭŦ- 

and peer 

evaluation. 

Students in front 

of the class 
15 mins 

http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=HX8XBA9&sp=yes
http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=HX8XBA9&sp=yes
https://goo.gl/aWAmxm
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poems using the rubrics. The authors of 

the best poem get excellent marks. 

5. Game time 

Students play a kahoot game about the 

four seasons 

https://play.kahoot.it/#/login?next=%2

52Fk%252Fe2f93f5d-3603-48be-8330-

f29889217df9, (registration needed) 

To stimulate 

students to use 

ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ 

vocabulary in an 

interactive way. 

Students on their 

tablets 
7 mins 

6. Evaluating the lesson 

Students evaluate the lesson using an 

online tool 

https://answergarden.ch/450577 

To receive 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 

feedback. 

Students on their 

tablets 
2 mins 

 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS: 

YouTube VIDEOS ON DIFFERENT SEASONS 

Spring: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=24&v=jirTPdRemPI 

Summer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VC3qO2V1AXY 

Autumn: https://www.vbox7.com/play:f3036c940e 

Winter: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pgs_zB6Et2Q 

 

{¢¦59b¢Ω{ I!b5h¦¢ 

Seasons Weather Colours Nature (birds, 

animals, 

plants)   

tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

feelings 

Holidays 

Spring     

Summer     

https://play.kahoot.it/#/login?next=%252Fk%252Fe2f93f5d-3603-48be-8330-f29889217df9
https://play.kahoot.it/#/login?next=%252Fk%252Fe2f93f5d-3603-48be-8330-f29889217df9
https://play.kahoot.it/#/login?next=%252Fk%252Fe2f93f5d-3603-48be-8330-f29889217df9
https://answergarden.ch/450577
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=24&v=jirTPdRemPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VC3qO2V1AXY
https://www.vbox7.com/play:f3036c940e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pgs_zB6Et2Q
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THE GAME 

https://getkahoot.com/  

Questions: 

1. What happens in winter? 

The flowers bloom, the air turns warm, the bears wake up, the days get dark early  

2. When spring rains fall, the plants: 

become weak, lose their seeds, burst up from the dirt, bend towards the ground  

3. In summer, what happens to the plants?  

they fall to the ground, they grow leaves and flowers, they give off bad smells, 

their stems dry up 

4. In winter, what do the birds do?  

they go to sleep for the winter, they make nests and lay eggs, they hide under 

piles of leaves, they may fly to warm places 

5. What happens every season? animals hibernate, the weather changes,  

we wear warm clothes or jackets, the time changes 

6. Which is the most colourful season?  

summer, spring, fall, winter  

7. What can you do in winter? 

go to the beach, build a snowman, jump in the leaves, plant seeds or flowers 

 

 

 

Autumn/Fall     

Winter     

https://getkahoot.com/
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   SNAPSHOTS OF THE LESSON:  
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Impressions from ELT 
Signposts 2017,  

Brno, Czech Republic 
  

Tanya Bikova 
 

As a representative of the Bulgarian English 

Teachers' Association, I took part in ELT Signposts 

2017, the 12th International and 16th National 

Conference of ATECR (Czech Association of English 

Teachers). It was hosted by the Faculty of 

Education of Masaryk University and was held on 

8th and 9th September 2017 in the second largest 

city in the Czech Republic ς Brno. 

 

The friendly hosts had tried their best to offer a wide range of presentations on 

topics such as modern technologies and culture in teaching English for different 

age groups, teaching English in inclusive classrooms and outside school, 

matriculation and international English language exams, and a rich social and 

cultural program that made the conference an exciting and unforgettable 

experience for all participants. 

 

The plenary speakers were: Don Sparling, who first came to Czechoslovakia in 

1969 to teach at language schools in Brno and Prague, talked about The Dark 

Ages: English in ǘƘŜ !ƎŜ ƻŦ bƻǊƳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ; Stefania Ballotto, who studied and 

graduated in South Africa, with degrees from the universities in Cambridge, 

England and Udine, Italy, gave a plenary on the topic Learning for Life in the 21st 

 
 

Tanya Bikova is a teacher 
of English at the  High 
School of Mathematics and 
Sciences, Blagoevgrad. 
Since April 2014 she has 
been a co-opted BETA-
IATEFL Committee 
Member.  
Email: tanyabikova@abv.bg 

mailto:tanyabikova@abv.bg
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Century; Paul Braddock, the web manager of Teaching English, the British 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ delivered a presentation about Teaching for 

Success ς Finding Your Way Through Continuing Professional  Development. 

 

 

 

I found particularly interesting and enjoyable several sessions: Go Iambic, a 

workshop where !ƭŜƴŀ 5ƻōǊƻǾƻƭƴł ŀƴŘ WŀǊƻǎƭŀǾ {ǳŎƘȇ illustrated various ways of 

working with classical poetry and playful approaches to teaching sonnets; Daniela 

ClarkeΩs Learning Beyond: Challenging the Teenage Brain and Michael GeorgeΩs 

Current Events in Your English Language Classroom, where he introduced the 

audience to websites with ready lessons about current world events.  

 

 There were also some cultural 

events like the play Should I 

Stay or Should I Go?, starring 

Mark Andrews and The Bear 

Educational Theatre, during the 

lunch break; an evening concert 

of Latin and English songs 

performed by our hosts ς Brno 

https://www.google.bg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj0p4KNmKDXAhXPDuwKHTbXCYsQFgg6MAM&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FJaroslav_Such%25C3%25BD&usg=AOvVaw0EfmqVS-DW9tFUC7cHuHJk
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teachers and professors of 

English who sounded very 

professional, and, of course, a 

guided walk through the city 

with the local university 

students. 

 

My first conference in a 

foreign country will definitely 

be memorable not only because of all these events, but also because of meeting 

old friends and getting to know new, interesting colleagues.  

 

On a final note, I would like to thank BETA Committee for the opportunity to 

ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ǊƴƻΦ  
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 Theater in English as a 
Foreign Language ς a Way of 

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
Personality 

              

Diana Velcheva-Emmanouilidou 

 

"Theater - a higher instance of solutions to life 

issues." ς Alexander Herzen 

"We should never forget that the theatrical scene 

serves as a nationwide school."  Carlo  Gottsi 

άYes, this world is a scene, where all people are 

actors and everyone has a moment to come in 

and come out." ς William Shakespeare 

 

Thinkers 

of different nationalities and historical 

times, actors and audiences have been 

trying to define one of the world's most 

ancient arts - theater. It is not accidental 

that many authors describe it as "a 

magic". Yes, theater is a magic, it is art, 

passion, love at a first glance, beauty and 

perfection. Theater is a quest for higher 

dimensions which gives wings to the spirit 

and elevates the personality to another 

 
Diana Velcheva-Emma-
nouilidou is a teacher in 
Dreamers Private Secondary 
School, Varna, Bulgaria. She 
has a diploma in teaching 
English language as a foreign 
language from Shumen 
University and a Cambridge 
English TKT Certificate. Diana 
is the second-prize winner of 
the 9th Round of BETA 
Lesson Plan Competition.  
E-mail: 
sheherezada7@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:sheherezada7@yahoo.co.uk
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level of existence. 

 

Theatrical art has a positive spiritual 

influence on children. In order to 

develop their abilities, it is 

necessary to provide an 

environment of optimal interaction 

which best meets pupils' age characteristics to ensure their active creativity. In my 

English classes, I am trying to provide such an interaction environment. The 

theater in English links the art to life activities by forming and complementing the 

layers of the personality of every single child. 

 

 ά! Midsummer NightΩs 5ǊŜŀƳέ was an English-

language project at Dreamers Private Secondary 

School in Varna, Bulgaria. It was based on the 

author's adaptation of the play for children, with 

choreography matching their age. Its aim was to 

inspire the children, through the world of art, to 

learn about the ancient and present etiquette 

and manners, English language and its development as well as dances, mystical 

beliefs and even the history of Ancient Greece.  My studentsΩ participation in ά! 

Midsummer NightΩs 5ǊŜŀƳέ at the Puppet Theater ς Varna helped them get 

acquainted with various topics of school subjects, ethics, aesthetics, creativity, 

theatrical acting, English language, and also brought them a lot of positive 

emotions. 
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There were several stages of 

the project. First, the children 

were introduced to 

Shakespeare's work and its 

historical context; they learned 

about the dress, etiquette and 

manners at the time the work 

was written (1590-1596). Next, we watched together the movie αA Midsummer 

NightΩs Dream". Then, the right music, dances and clothes for the play were 

chosen, and we were ready to start rehearsing. 

 

The play was performed at the Ninth International 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩs Art Festival in English and ChildrenΩs 

Creativity "The World in Children's Hands" in Balchik, 

Bulgaria, which aims to 

promote "excellent work, 

great achievements, 

unconditional ability to inspire 

and encourage students to do 

their best." Our performance won second place in the 

category "Drama Art".  

 

My ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ participation in the project stimulated their cognitive and emotional 

development, and motivated them enourmously. It is an innovative teaching 

method, which  builds responsibility, self-confidence, builds characters.  The art 

classes also contributed to the optimizing of the ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩs relationships with the 

school, teachers and classmates.  


