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EditorsCCorner

Dearreader,

The JanuarFebruary issue of tha8ETAATEFL -Bewsletter

(no. 39)brings us insightful papers full of practical ideas for our
classroomssome suggestions for introspection aadefresher of the methods we
apply every day. Thissue's finale presents two inspirational accounts of past

conferences.

AT fE ¢SYLI . NH&A LI LISNI A& 2yO0S F3AFAY |
sorts of materialsneatly tucked into a comprehensive article. Full of directions,
his contribuion could be of use to teachers of English at any level (A1/2 but also
B1/2) and in virtually all circumstances. The ideas we are provided with are ready
to use and one can tailor them easily for oneign specificneeds. | personally
plan to useHard Eanedin my writing classes, as part of the English Practice we
teach in English Philology and similar majatr$lovdiv UniversityFind out more

about Exploratory Action Research and Pizza in Bill's paper.

Through case studies Mariya Neykova presents a@apraach to teaching
methodology that can prepare future teachers and make them take a confident
step into their own classrooms. This pamkscussediow to reactin ¢ or think/
evaluate/ prepare forg different situationsthat can occur in any classroom

Mariya presents tw case studies and explores thigerature on the subject.
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Frankly, as teachers we often have to expect the unexpected, so thank you

Mariya!

Students should be encouraged to use their super tech powers for good!
According to Milka Hadjikeva they should not necessarily separate school work
and entertainment at any cost but find a way to enjoy the work they have to do.
She provides a theoretical background against which she then presents different
educational tools, platforms, websites, Wlees, applications, games, etc. to help

us put theory into practice.

Last but not least, you will find some reminiscences from Gergana Georgieva and
Yordanka Nikolova who represented BETA at two important evé&wsgana will

tell you all about thelOth ELTAM International Conferendeeld on19-21 October
2018in Struga, Macedoniaand Yordank& about the 27th International IATEFL
Poland ConferenceHopefully, you will enjoy the accounts of their visits! And

there are photos, too!

Please note thathere are sme changes in stylend heretofore the ENewsletter
will be strictly following MLA"8edition. You will find other minor points in the

Notes for Contributors section.

| believe thatm this issue you will fintleas for further researchadvice you can
trust and information to keep you upo-date, presented by seasoned
professionals, frequent contributors and dear colleague=el free to get inspired
and send us your workpresentation of classroom experienoe project! Or why

not send us detter to let us know what you thought about some of our recent
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papers?Publications and commentaries, as well as inquiries, should be sent to the

Editorial team abetaiatefl.publish@gmail.com

Happyreading!
Issue Editor

Polly Petcova
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Teaching arAward-Winning
AljazeeraDocu-HIm eries,
HARD EARNED, on tReal

Lives of kve Working-Class

Bill Templeris a Chicago : HH
born applied linguist and Amerlcan Iamllles
translator, with teaching/
research interests in ELF,
American literature, critical )
pedagogy, Jewish history Bill Templer

B .. W e " o
S ""*?]*" "
— . / /

and minority studies. He
has taught EnglishGerman
at universites in 10
countries, including inthe

BT 4N
‘ : - J§ i i

HARD EARNED

Sourcehttps://tinyurl.com/y45mowviAljazeera

Introduction

The present paper centers on teachingamardwinningdocumentary film in six

parts (a total of some 285 min. viewing time), aired by Aljazeera (AJ) in 2015 and
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https://tinyurl.com/y45mowvb
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/al-jazeera-america-wins-dupont-award-300193228.html

readily accessible onlineHard Earned. It suggests teachers could also do some
Exploratory Action Research (EAR) on student responses, gatbarpigcal data.
Hard Earnegbrovides a deep authentic lookto the working lives of five different
low-A yO2YS ' { FLYATtASaAa GNRAYy3I G2 Ww3ISOH oe-
memorable dialogue, strong visuals (that students can describe) and often
gripping narrative, everyday colloquial language. The sealkss a singularly
penetrating look at whether the American Dream is still alive and well in the 21st
century postrecession AmericalNe can also do Exploratory Action Research: how
do students respondyhat do they actually learn, how much does it improve their
listening proficiency, their lexis, spoken syntax, hearing worklags Americans

talk about their experiencaslived, the daily struggles they are involved in? These

are genuine topics for enifical research. Here islaief introduction to the series

and each episodeHere a imin. trailer and background matial about the series,

online herein full.

This is a doctilmic, reatlife study unit for students at micand upper

Intermediate level (B1/2), but also beyond, aekn at lower A2 level, selecting
smaller excerpts: likehis of server Emilia in Chicago tiat of mall sweeper

t SNOeQa . ft1F01 FrLYAte Ay aAafgldzl SSo Li
Extensive and Free Voluntary Listening (EL/FVL) and EV (Extensive Viewing) to
improve language skills. It Walso stimulate more curiosity about realities for
ordinary Americans talkingbout their dreams, hardshipdiving paycheck to

LJ- & OK Srdfesy Haid Edrnedollows five families aroundie country to find

out what it takes to get by on $8, $10, or even $17 an hour. The series turns an
intimate lens on a group of 21st century American dreamers. They fight against all
2RRa (2 GKNAGOS:E ¢KSy Al GF1Sa SOSNRGKA
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http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/ajam-presents-hard-earned.html
http://www.hardearnedseries.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoBr9mDkhCu9Xd9FT__htBtjwZgBgHnxp
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/ajam-presents-hard-earned/2015/5/hard-earned-emilias-good-and-bad-waitressing-job.html
https://youtu.be/BZEilXQeGjo
http://www.hardearnedseries.com/episodes-old

The unit is integral to American Studies and semtonomic realities in the US

today. Thinking about the issues and questions this topical documentary film

4

series raises, such as student debt, is also relevamtivars 1 h ™ * dand.

discussion about equality, inequaliggcialjusticefor the manye A & & dzS &

important in democratic education everywhere. Whataesilience how people
12dzaAKSy dzLJx £ SINYy (2 O02LS YR WYl 1S Sy

Moreover, it will be intriguing to discover and discuss how young Bulgarian

students often dreaming of building a newelbroad after emigration westward
perceive these daily realities of survival among wordlags Americans. Such a

series can also be used in advanced writing classes and EAP to encourage students
to write on (as essays or in journal form) what they seé sense, and read about

in supplementary articles (some hyperlinked below). A brief section in the paper
RSIFfa 6A0K WSYLI KeQ yR K2g AG OFyYy oS
for understanding others, their experiencedlived: in this case &ning to

>empathize< with the people whose stories are presented héoe. really get to

know them.

Students can be more energized to explore podcasts, films and the other wealth of
material that is highly authentic and available online. Extensive LigjdRiL)/Free
Voluntary Listening (FVL) and Extensive Viewing (EV), and also Free Voluntary
{dZNFAY3I o0C+x{X 2yS 2F YNIakKSyQa 0SN¥a:z
I O2NB O2YLRydiywes 2F audzRSydao
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civics
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administrator/My%20Documents/Downloads/Grajdansko-obrazovanie-i-Interkulturno-obrazovanie.pdf

IntroducingHard Earned

The link to all six episodes is directly above. The first episode, THE AMERICAN
5w9! as¥ 06S3IAya 6A0GK (GKAA GSEGX &aLR1Sy o
off 1000s of workers. BeLJt S OF y Q4 | FF2NR G2 1SSLI dzLJ
food. Five families work lowage jobs in 2%-century America. At work and at

K2YS:Z GKSeé 221 F2NJ GKS adNBy3aaGgkK G2 1S
F a& TFTrLYAfEeQaFTegRraAyA| SGGNKSENFQalY2 41 &
{GdzRSYy (G t2Fya F 5Fr&0FNBE F / NBRAG OF NRa
YR 2fRE FFF2NR (2 RNBLFY 6KSYy A6GQ&a KI N

Episode 1: THE AMERICAN DREAM

The series begins atarestauramt2 & YISt I Qa t AT T SNAFXZ Ay
on the far south side of metro Chicago. We meet the server/ waitress Emilia
Stancati, aged 50, born in Italy in 1965, emigrated to Chicago at the age of 10, and
begin tohear her story here an excerpt. She speaks fluent English with a werking

Of Faa [/ KAOF3I2 | OOSy G . dzi 6 KSyiowd YA AL

English, just Italian, like many young immigrant kids. Her job waiting on table is
A0NBYydz2zdzaT aKS g2NJa Ay wz2aly3asStlQa 2adz
time at such a restaurant where jelare so coveted. Where does she work-full

time?0On LISNE2Y It y23SY L gla 02Ny yR AN
YAt Sa T NP Y-Arbexcart neighbbéhood, & big city indeed. On Google

Maps, students can find Chicago, locate Evergreen Park (and North Park).
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLoBr9mDkhCu9Xd9FT__htBtjwZgBgHnxp
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/ajam-presents-hard-earned/2015/5/hard-earned-emilias-good-and-bad-waitressing-job.html

We hear from Emilia and then are iattuced to Takita, a young Black American
IANI @ {KS g2NJa |d 21t3INBSyQa Ay R2gyl
drugstore in the U.S. can be almost like a supermarket, selling many things, not
2dzali YSRAOAYSad 2SS YSSi tudents dah describé 2 & T NA
what they see. Sections can be repeated. Then we meet Jose working near

Washington, D.C. He is Latino.

Teachers can watch the episode and see what is more understantfebée.less
clear. Students will not understand everything said, but this can be experimented
with. Sections can be stopped and repeated. The episode ends with a strike at

2 | £ 3 NJStBk¢ fardl ¥ Students will learn more about that demand growing
across he US, a minimum wage of $15 an hour. The federal minimum wage is at
least $7.25, and in some states, cities the minimum wage is higher. In a few cities
now, after a struggleit has been recently raised to $15. Many employers oppose
this wage hike. Why the first episode titled >The American Dream<, a central
core of theAmerican national mythologyStudents can discuss, write about this

animated fimonthed Y 5 NE | Y Q & Th®nf i$ dntedifing, critical, 8.9 mil.

views!

Exploring thefull series

The second episode is ROCK BOTTOM. Hilton, an immigrant from Mexico, works
F2NI D223tS Ay [ FTEATF2NYALFIZT YR KAa fAFS
L2aarofte YSIyZT a Ay (GKS SELINBaairzyyY a
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https://www.thebalance.com/what-is-the-american-dream-quotes-and-history-3306009
https://youtu.be/mII9NZ8MMVM

MINIMUM WAGE. The folris DREAM DEFERRED, here an excerpt il & Q &
familyin Milwaukee. The fifth is FIGHT FOR FIFTEEN, centering on union wage

struggle, such as the movemerttight for $15. The sixth and final episode is

NEW BEGINNINGS. Hemyaopsiof all six episodes. Teachers can work their

way into the series and decide how to use. Perhaps studentsavitentrate on

just one episode. Others will get curious and want see several episodes. Maybe
students could be divided into groups of three/four, and they concentrate on

watching one episode and then reporting to the class on what that saw, learned,

cod R 'yR O2dzZ RYQl dzyRSNAUGIYR® ¢KSNBE | NE

teachers can experiment with. Students will surprise you with their responses.

This article cannot provide lesson plans but teachers can themselves work
something up (see below). Itadso possible to concentrate on the story of one of

iKS FAGS FlLYAfASEAE 0SOlFdzaS (GKS& NBIF LILIS
compelling, for example. And she speaks very clearly, and stands alone. These are
visual/sound texts with great diversity inSiI5 OK X @A adzl £ &% LIS2 LJ ¢
and problems, their dreams. Many specific facts are related as well, about the US
economy. About hardships like student loans, because tertiary education has
become so expensive in the US. Students should learnto®ri R2 6y G KS &S
try to remember a few. They can also discuss 34 sphefs Very convenient is

that learners can watch these videos on YouTube at their own leisure, can
themselves learn tadten, repeat sections harder to understand. Find favorite
sequences. And begin smpathizewith these real people. An interesting exercise

Aa 2 lal addzRSyda G2 AYF3IAYS K2g (GKSa

the film was made. Students calufoleplay being interviewed by Aljazeera on a
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https://youtu.be/BZEilXQeGjo
https://youtu.be/BZEilXQeGjo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fight_for_$15
http://www.hardearnedseries.com/episodes-old
http://www.hardearnedseries.com/explore

return visit, as a person idard Earned2019. What has changed for the better,

the worse? How has life changed, the US changed since 20157

Honingstudent empathy

as alens ofdiscovery

This animated lecturé @ ! dza G NI f Ay LIKA f Bhé Pod &NJ w2 Y
Outrospectiof OHAMHO A& ¢g2NIK LINBASYIGAYy3a Ay |

students have familiarized themselves somewhat with aspedttaodl Earnedit is

a superb introduction, highly thougitrovoking, to the need for compassionate
understanding and empathy in everyday life, moving toward what Krznaric
Sy@rarzya Fa | GNB@2ftdziAz2y Ay naz2OAlf N
interview, Kieran Dorghy of IATEFL and the Visual Arts Circle stresses

how readingfiction can teach usll to empathizebetter in our lives, social

awareness, why empathy is so centraEinT, both for students anidachers to

RSOSt 21LJ0 { dzRSy (& &K2dzZ Rpapefattre IANBF-L R | YR
GHAMTUO . NAIKGAF (ERY RYNBY CYS adBYILIIAY T Ay
LG Ffaz2z KlFla dzaSTdAd jdzSadAizya tA1S 4Gl 26
character in a story, a film, like the character$isrd EarnedAnd provides

numerous A NB FSNBYy O0Sa F2NJ éddzNRdzA y 3 WSYLJ (K
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https://youtu.be/BG46IwVfSu8
https://youtu.be/BG46IwVfSu8
https://soundcloud.com/tesolfrance/tesol-france-podcast-kieran-donaghy
http://gisig.iatefl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/kieran-donaghy-empathy-in-elt-handout.pdf

Extensiveistening (EL)

Here an introduction tdL which is vital for students to improve their
understanding of spoken English, and of course their proficiency more broadly.
Work on usingHard Earneadan be seen as a component in student EL and Free
Voluntary Listening (FVL). This another good introohycarticle onExtensive
Readingand Extensive Listening. Alan Maley (2018hisstreadingon Extensive
Reading (ERT.empler(2012) discusses both ER and EL. Students should begin to

listen to a range of genres of spoken text online, even on their smartphones,
including American stories at VQAarningEnggh, and podcasts on lots of topics

at CBGn Canada an&BC

Model mini-lessonplans

Perhaps teachers could adapt some sections of the material for working with
students on a very focusedini-lesson planjust a few minutes of one of the
episodesliike Emiliaat work, or this excerpt (great!) with Emilia getting an offer to

speak about substance abysand this fromt SNO& Q& . f I Ojaround SNR O

the table in Episode 4. This might be workable even for students at A2 level, young
or older. One good source to give you ideas on drafting such a film lesson plan is
YASNI Yy 5 2 FlnBriglsAkotherid tileBisual Arts CircleA third is

Cinema Inspirationswith lesson plans submitted in a competition GISIG/IMAWSIG
2NBIF YAT SR Ay HnmyT SEOSttSyd Ia | Y2RS

the film trailer forTen Billion Also a model areLesson Inspiratiorarchived at the

GISIG site.
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http://www.robwaring.org/er/ER_info/starting_extensive_listening.htm
https://www.er-central.com/contributors/learn-about-extensive-reading-and-listening/what-is-extensive-listening/
https://www.er-central.com/contributors/learn-about-extensive-reading-and-listening/what-is-extensive-listening/
http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/article/extensive-reading-why-it-good-our-students…-us
http://www.beta-iatefl.org/3836/blog-publications/extensive-free-voluntary-reading-and-free-voluntary-listening-some-thoughts-on-why-and-how-in-bulgaria/
http://www.manythings.org/voa/stories/
file:///C:/Users/pew/Desktop/GENERAL%20BRAIN%20FLASH/jan-feb-19-issue39/Templer/CBC%20podcasts%20%20https:/www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/ajam-presents-hard-earned/2015/5/hard-earned-emilias-good-and-bad-waitressing-job.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/ajam-presents-hard-earned/2015/5/hard-earned-emilia-gets-a-new-opportunity-percy-looks-for-a-better-job.html
https://youtu.be/BZEilXQeGjo
http://film-english.com/blog/
https://visualartscircle.com/
http://gisig.iatefl.org/cinema-inspirations/
http://gisig.iatefl.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Helen_Strong_LessonPlan-final.pdf
http://gisig.iatefl.org/category/resources/elessons_new/

Engaging ircollaborative EAR

The Smith/Rebolledo (edddandbook for EAREXploratory Action Researdhl

certainly a possible framework, preferably working with a few other teachers, as
RichardSmith suggests in his excellent introduction on video (76 min.) to BE&R:
landPart Il Such research can be imagined and implemented in a hamgjs
heartson appoach to teaching, experimenting with multiple aspectsiaid
Earnedd { S S | fChagpioh téaktieétOries of exploraty action research.

Richard Smith gave antroductory webinar in 2018 on >Exploratory Action
Researchfor UNRWA teachers in Gaza, at the invitation of the supkds Up
Project HerePart 1andPart Il See SlimanARolls and Kieley (201&xploratory

Practice for Continuing Professal Development. An Innovative Approach for
Language Teacheranew EP bookcf. alsoJudith Hanks oixploratory Practice
Smithetald H AMc 0 SELX 2NB ARSI afriehdly pubdishing afy' y 2 O |

practitionerNB & S | NI K OnlineReS&ch ICdméngnitiend Anne Burns on

action research4R). Needed ar& eacher Learning Communiti€EL.Cs) that you

can form locally, or online, energizing robust Continuing Professional
Development (CPD). Building that espdgilbm thebottom-up. Thissuperb
site also has links t@03Resource books accessible as pdf download that the BC

KIa A aa dzSIRnguagesfaz@Hlienked Credisciplinary perspectives

@ 59Milestone publications53 Research papers, some Mastédissertations
and other such materials, anlAresearch cyberlibrary. You can do EAR, present

findings to BETA & beyond.
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https://englishagenda.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/attachments/30510_bc_explore_actions_handbook_online_aw.pdf
https://youtu.be/57Z2P08pTvo
https://youtu.be/57Z2P08pTvo
https://youtu.be/TpHL5ui0luo
https://englishagenda.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/attachments/british_council_champion_teachers_1.pdf
https://handsupproject.org/
https://handsupproject.org/
file:///C:/Users/pew/Desktop/GENERAL%20BRAIN%20FLASH/jan-feb-19-issue39/Templer/Part%201
https://youtu.be/TpHL5ui0luo
https://www.amazon.com/Exploratory-Practice-Continuing-Professional-Development/dp/3319697625
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/138933/3/Hanks%20%28state%20of%20article%29%20Language%20Teaching%20%289%20November%202018%29.pdf
http://www.elted.net/uploads/7/3/1/6/7316005/10._smith_bullock_rebolledo_robles_-_revised.pdf
http://resig.weebly.com/stories-by-teacher-researchers-in-an-online-research-community-2019.html
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Anne_Burns6/publication/292187039_Action_research_in_second_language_teacher_education/links/56ac1b5608aeaa696f2a0450.pdf
https://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Journals/CC/0202-nov2010/CC0202Policy.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Bottom-Up-Tapping-Power-Connection-Revolution/dp/1590794699/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1518883613&sr=8-6&keywords=Rob+Kall
https://englishagenda.britishcouncil.org/research-publications/resource-books/handbook-exploratory-action-research
https://englishagenda.britishcouncil.org/research-publications/resource-books/handbook-exploratory-action-research
https://englishagenda.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/attachments/pub_language_for_resilience_cross-disciplinary_perspectives.pdf

Elife research

hyS SEOSttSyild yS¢ LI NIRAIY A& +A2fSal
Oy 3IfAaK (KNRdAAK & YSyshiin8OKF2byudrgi 2089y 237{ Ifis2 @S y A
anoutstanding exemplar of grounded empirical research on stuedifie in a

Balkan country, accessible online. Watching and discubtang) Earnecs a docu

film is also part oé-life. Learner and teaches-life are crying out as a crucial focus

for EAR Bad grassroots empirical practitioner inquiry in the tangled jungles of TEFL

research.

Incomedata on U3Swvorkinglife

Students can read and discuss this article, and compare with the situation

elsewhere, and in their own country, about how muchaaerage waitress earns

in the US, also presentdtbre. Percy in Episode 4 ear$8 an hour (near

minimum wage) as a shopping mall sweeper. Thimoome inequalityn the US,

and this onpoverty stateside. Students can compare with income levels in
Bulgaria. Whataboui S| OKS NR Y & IKISI NX &Eapd datsly I+ & 2

separate statesStudents can compa states and wonder: if you were a teacher

looking for a new job in the US, where might you go? Oklahoma? Alaska? Students
can also explor&lassDooto compare salaries for a whole range of jobs, lower

wage and betterdentists airline pilots janitors, electricians computer

techniciansdishwashersand other professions. Stedts can search for some

profession of their choice and see the result regarding salary for the big city of

Atlanta. They can wonder about the equivalent for the same job category in
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0346251X18300484?via%3Dihub
https://work.chron.com/much-money-average-waitress-make-per-month-22289.html
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/waiter-and-waitress/salary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Income_inequality_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_in_the_United_States
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2018/03/05/how-much-or-little-teachers-earn-state-by-state/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.24ace5dad084
https://money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/high-school-teacher/salary
https://www.niche.com/blog/teacher-salaries-in-america/
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/atlanta-dentist-salary-SRCH_IL.0,7_IM52_KO8,15.htm
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/atlanta-airline-pilot-salary-SRCH_IL.0,7_IM52_KO8,21.htm
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/atlanta-janitor-salary-SRCH_IL.0,7_IM52_KO8,15.htm
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/atlanta-electricians-salary-SRCH_IL.0,7_IM52_KO8,20.htm
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/atlanta-computer-technician-salary-SRCH_IL.0,7_IM52_KO8,27.htm
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/atlanta-computer-technician-salary-SRCH_IL.0,7_IM52_KO8,27.htm
https://www.glassdoor.com/Salaries/atlanta-dishwasher-salary-SRCH_IL.0,7_IM52_KO8,18.htm

Bulgaria, and perhaps research that online. As mentioned earlier, thitsedfight
for $15 Students can also compaltard Earnedvith another Aljazeera doeu

series (2014)in Between irCalifornia Here=>further resourcegrom AJ on

issues such agtudent debQAnd as above recommended, supplement by

discussingthé YSNA Ol v Bp& Il YQa [/ 2f

¢ KNP dRIKIDONY R YIS a Qa

As a broader framework to combine withard Earneds a study unitProf.

Richard Wolff can give teachers and students unique insight into the economic
LINEOf SYa Ay GKS !'{ IyR SftaSgégKSNBae | alLJS
a brief talkon unemployment This an excellent Rick Wadkfcture on 6Economic

Wdza G A OSS {dzaldl Ayl 0Af AG@& HisyeRsitad:Denot@ady (i A 2 v
at Work for Economic Justided | £ 42 @OSNE &0 A Vdz2alQ0 A ya3 I
focus, here one briednimationr® t NB T @ 2 FEdodomi@ BpdateSgdeat ol S
explore.This ¢ also a mode of EL/FVL, dAdSthere are now 190+ Rick Wolff

videos online

Freevoluntary surfing

In July 2007 Stephen Krashen published an online artitkiriB(1) & C NS S
Voluntary Web{ dzNJ A y -9)¢ stranglylxdmating what he terms FVS (Free
Voluntary Surfing) as an approach to a new Internet pedagogy in TEFL that, in

A - 7 A

some ways like Free Vgiui N2 wSIF RAy 3z Aa yS3tSOGSR®
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fight_for_$15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fight_for_$15
http://projects.aljazeera.com/2014/poverty-california/index.html
http://www.hardearnedseries.com/explore
https://youtu.be/mII9NZ8MMVM
https://youtu.be/umdDtMhBWWs
https://youtu.be/WtVXBeDO89w
https://www.democracyatwork.info/
https://www.democracyatwork.info/
https://youtu.be/yxGiehkgFXs
https://www.youtube.com/user/democracyatwrk
https://www.youtube.com/user/RichardDWolff
http://ijflt.com/images/ijflt/IJFLTJuly07.pdf

0KS O2YLJzi SNE 3IAQPSY (2RlI&Qa (SOKyz2f23e

Voluntary Surfing, simply encouraging EFL students to wander through the

internet and read what interests them, followirlgeir interests from site to site,

YR FNRBY a4AGS G2 LINAYyGéE oL poX FyR LN
SYLANROFft& NBASINOKAY3I aC+x{ YR [ y3Adz
I NIAOES |yR FLILX & YNI &aKSy QacorettdA IKIa |

working with Extensive Viewing and Free Voluntary Listening as cousins of Free

Voluntary Reading.

e
Pizzam=5s4 anyone?
And to close, if you watch Episode 1 THE AMERICAN DREAM, it begins with a visit

to Emilia working as a server four years age i & |y i Bétrb Chicago: again

oneclip of herat work. Here a brief 201video reporton this famous restaurant:
you can see themmaking great pizzaliscussing the restaurant with the same
owner Jack Pesce BRSy i a gAff Syea22e GKS LAITTI QR

Hard Earnedhemes of struggle. This is Chi town, people relaxing no matter what,

taking a tasty break. Yet Emilia is not around, maybe she still works one shift a

week there, maybe noWhatdostzRSy i a UGKAY 1K {KSQa 2yS

Sourcehttps://tinyurl.com/yxw84e9uAljazeera
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https://www.pressreader.com/usa/chicago-sun-times/20070203/282269545926738
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/ajam-presents-hard-earned/2015/5/hard-earned-emilias-good-and-bad-waitressing-job.html
https://youtu.be/PzFezZ4WqRE
https://www.google.com/maps/uv?hl=en&pb=!1s0x880e2549634761ef:0xbeac84960867cc9!2m22!2m2!1i80!2i80!3m1!2i20!16m16!1b1!2m2!1m1!1e1!2m2!1m1!1e3!2m2!1m1!1e5!2m2!1m1!1e4!2m2!1m1!1e6!3m1!7e115!4shttps://lh5.googleusercontent.com/p/AF1QipPJUEoil31wnlEFk8UZENjhX_
https://tinyurl.com/yxw84e9u

How it All Started
Teaching Through Case Studies
In an FL Methodology Course

Mariya Neykova
Mariya Neykova PhD, is a

Chief AssistantProfessor at

New Bulgarian University.

Modern education in foreign language teaching
methodology is expected to bridge the gap between
knowledge acquired at university and its
implementation in the classroom. In their quest for
interactive forms of learningeachers explore various
methods and approaches, among which chssed
teaching stands out as a form of learning by doing,
within which theoretical knowledge is applied to solve
concrete problems. It is impossible to cover the vast

array of problematic suiations in which a foreign

language teacher might be involved at work. What is quite possible, though, is to
prepare the students for the most common types of disruptions of classwork, so
that they will be able to transfer their knowledge and skills t@ tboncrete

situations they have to cope with and react adequately and efficiently.
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Casestudies in thesphere ofpedagogy

Teaching through case studies involves active learning which guarantees a deeper
understanding of the issue at hand and longkrrability of knowledge, i.e. the
period in which the acquired knowledge is retained in the memory and used in the
process of reasoning. The implementation of theoretical knowledge to solve a
concrete problem enhances the durability of knowledge and seagea basis for

the positive transfer of skills, techniqgues and strategies from one context to

another.

Traditionally, the problematic situations a teacher has to deal with are divided in
two groups (Figure 1): (1) related to the cases of disruptive hehav class or to
deficiencies; (2) related to language learning. Such a division is largely subjective
since the two groups merge and overlap and very often the solution of a discipline
LINPOESY KFEAa | 0SYSTAOAIE STFTFHOdss. 2y GKS

Figure 1.

disruption of discipline in clas:
bullying atschool, aggressiot
against students and teachers
students and parent
harassment of disadvantag:
students

neglect of studentwith special
needs
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Undoubtedly, prospective language teachers benefit a lot if case studies of both
types areincorporated in their training programme. Initially, the case studies are
formulated by the lecturer but at a later stage this responsibility may be delegated
to the students who can draw on their personal experience as students or even as

teachers.

Whendesigning case studies, their underlying characteristics should be taken into
considerationGeorgiev (2011) defines case studies as follows: (1) Case studies tell
real stories; (2¥hese stories are told differently by different teachers and by the
sameteachers at different times; (3) The type and the subject of the case study
determine the final decision; (4) For some case studies the decision is definitely
one, and for others there may be multiple decisions; (5) The decision may be
predictable or theremight be an arbitrary decision/decisions; (6) In some cases,
importance is attributed to the final result and the conclusions that follow, while

in othersimportance is attributed to the effect of the discussion itself; (7) In
addition to providing knowldge on the subject, the case study method is
designed to create teamwork habits with all the ensuing consequences for the
f SI NYSND& SRdzOF GA2Yy S FdzidzNBE LINF OGAOS |

Interaction and group work are an intrinsic part efthing through case studies.
Discussions are essential for the process of evaluation of the problematic situation
and for the final decision. As Vesselinov points out, access to information does not
guarantee education and intellectual growth, since kremigle and skills are

mastered in dialoguécf. Vesselinoy2018)
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Samplecasestudies

Sample 1

Description

In an English language class of fourth graders there is a new student. The baoy
often tries to talk to his classmates and distract them from theesiks. He does not
complete the assignments given by the teacher. When asked to read a sentence in
English, he distorts the words intentionally, making his classmates laugh. As a
result, they cannot concentrate on the exercises. The teacher takes tholibg

headmaster, insisting that his parents come to the school immediately.

Comment

Calm, lowstress atmosphere is believed to be a major factor for effective learning
and foreign language learning is no exception. Still, even when a teacher has
achievael the balance between friendliness and control, there might be a
disruption of some kind like the one described in the case study. The issue has to
be addressed in order to help the new student adapt to the working atmosphere

in class.

The manner in whichhe students are reprimanded matters a lot, so a teacher
needs to choose the way and time for that very carefully. Lavery (2009) suggests
glea 2F al0SttAy3a 2FF¢ a0dzRSyYy da-vedhadl i K 2 d:
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signals first. If this does not worlna the teacher has to reprimand the student,
they should do it with great care, e. g. they should make an effort to keep calm, be

fair, avoid empty threats, etc.

Sample 2

Description

Mr. Nadal is 72. He is Spanish and he studies English in a class for senior citizens.
He is a very diligent student, he makes a lot of effort to learn the language but he
has a serious hearing problem. The teacher does not feel that she should
accommodate heteaching styleso as to help MrNadal practice listening and do

the listening exercises effectively.

Comment

For a senior citizen, enroliment in a language course is both a learning and a social
experience. It is a good excuse to go out and meet pewfle they share the
same interests and problems with. Usually the atmosphere in such a class is
friendly and relaxed, and the students are motivated to study. Still, some of them
might have ageelated health issues, e. g. poor hearing or eyesight, wHichilsl

be addressed with care and consideration.

There are various ways to support students with impaired hearing in a foreign
language class. Donaghy (2016) suggests effective techniques for accommodating
GUKS F3aAy3a SIENES Soe3dd NBLISIFOGAYy3IAS | Redz
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speaking clearlgnd looking at the students while speaking, so that they can make

use of lipreading, etc.

In conclusion, it should be pointed out that the method of teaching through case
studies provides the prospective foreign language teachers with a powerful tool
for dealing with difficult situations in their professional life. Problems regarding
disabilities, discipline or language learning cannot be completely avoided. What a
teacher should be prepared for is how to address the needs of their students

promptly, respectfully and efficiently.
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Milka Hadjikoteva Ph.D, is
a Chief Assistant Professor
at New Bulgarian
University,  Sofia.  She
teaches ESP and EFL

courses as well as courses

The Role of Foreign Language
Learning Applications and
Websites in (BLearning

English as &oreign Language

Milka Hadjikoteva

Advances in information technology have influenced
the way a foreign language is mastered. From a very
early age children learn how to play games online and
later on many spend most of their time on the net,
using social networks to chat. However, they tend to
communicate mainly in their mother tongue. They
strictly separate what they are taught at school and
what they do in their spare time. In fact, it is possible
to encourage them spend at least some time their
own being enjoyed by practising a foreign language,

especially English. There are numerous websites which

provide edutainment, associating education with entertainment. Edutainment

may be regarded as the modern form cfearning, encouraged by tehers and

efficient for learners especially in the area of mastering English as a foreign

language.
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Over the years 4earning has proved its suitability for all age groups and all levels
of language competence (Neykova 2015). As a form -tdamning, bleded
learning creates the necessary conditions for alternatingparson classroom
interaction with asynchronous electronic distance learning with no prevailing
importance of one context over the other (Neykova 2014). Through the
integration of the traditimal classroom environment with the electronic learning
environment, students can benefit from the advantages of electronic learning and
the traditional classroom methods of foreign language teaching (Neykova 2013).
In addition, mobile technologies contriteito the formation of a learning context
which stimulates asynchronous seliced learning (Neykova 2018). Using foreign
language teaching websites may be regarded as part of blended learning since it

provides additional opportunities for autonomous learg.

Wod [d | 2ffFyRQa GKS2NER 2F LISNER2YIfAGES
education, recognizes the existence of various personality types and leads to the
O2y Of dzaAz2y GKIFO fSFENYSNEQ LRGSYGAlt G2
skills in a foreign language is better catered for whenever the congruence
between their personal and occupational characteristics is higher. This conclusion
may be applied to both young learners and adults, having in mind that they have
different interests and peferences how and when to learn. It is essential that
learners should be encouraged to study according to their preferences and at their
own pace. Undoubtedly, today most learners would prefer to use the advances of

technology and make use of their weataldevices.

Nowadays there are numerous possibilities for high quality online communication

carried out on dearning platforms. Some of them are reaahade, e.g. Moodle,
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or designed by an educational institution, e.g. the NBBld&form in Teaching
Foregn Languages for Specific Purposes (Stambolieva et al. 201éayniag
platforms offer opportunities for both individual and collaborative work, for-self

study and peer teaching, etc.

FLL websites for educational purposes also tend to increase in nuamloetype.

Many educators find them invaluable because they may be used without any
restrictions imposed on the practice process. Students may use their wearable
devices, including mobile phones, tablets, etc. which allows for a full control over
the plae, the pace and the time of practice. As regards FLL websites, there are

numerous useful ones targeted both at young children and adult learners.

Many young learners of English have already beenagguainted with a number

of applications of games tlgehave already played for fun. Examples of such
applications are4picslword and Akinator (Hadjikoteva & Neykova, 2017).
4picslwords an educational game played by millions all over the world. It seems
simple to play it because the four pictures appearing on the screen have a word in
common. However, it takes much knowledge and ingenuity to guess it. The game
helps enrich vocabulanhoost thinking and develop observation skilikinator

aims to develop the skills of asking questions, a major difficulty for learners at

lower levels of English as a foreign language.

Consequently, the use of FLL websites makes the practice of Eaglalioreign
language fun. The atmosphere is relaxed and the learners may acquire knowledge
and skills in a way different from the one in their classrooms. FLL practice may

function as a supplement to fade-face education. EFL learners benefit because
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they use their computers or wearable devices which they feel at ease with and
practise English at the same time. The result of blendHeaming or mlearning

and traditional classroom education is beneficial for the learners in a number of
ways, especiall boosting their confidence, encouraging their own initiative and

nurturing their enthusiasm.

Today mlearning is rapidly gaining popularity in the sphere of foreign language
practice. New Bulgarian University has already integratedeaming in the
couses of English as a foreign language since there is an increasing number of
language learning applications and websites designed by institutions and
publishing houses with lomstanding traditions in the development of FLT
coursebooks and resources. Stuatke are enthusiastic about using ELL websites
because they can easily see its potential for their academic, professional and

personal development (Hadjikoteva & Neykova 2017).

There is a huge variety of mobile applications and websites for foreign language
practice and learners may be guided to choose the ones which would best meet
their needs. They can easily master their listening, reading and writing skills,
improve pronunciéion, enrich knowledge about grammar and vocabulary and
even practise translating sentences. By using mobile applications and ELL websites
learners become more confident speakers as well. They have to cope with a
number of factors while speaking (Hadjikeée2017) which may prevent them

from a successful performance. Mobile applications may be used to boost

f SI Ny Schididenceabd pfovide them with opportunities to drill and practise.
Practiceoriented applications lik&nglish Grammar in UsBaynond Murphy and

LearnEnglish GrammafUK Ed.), British Council are free to use and install
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(Hadjikoteva & Neykova 2017). The former has been designed as a mobile
application used not only as a supplement to the main coursebook in an English
language classub allowing students to work at their own pace in a relaxed,-low
stress atmosphere but for sedtudy as well. The latteL,earnEnglish Grammar (UK
Ed.),British Council, aims to improve grammar skills. Learners at any level may
practice to rearrange word® form sentences, group words into categories, drag
and drop the correct word, etc. It is possible to get instant feedback whether the
answers are correct. Thanks to it students may develop-tedshg strategies,

since it is possible to time oneself.

Translatiorroriented websites and applications like Glossika

(https://ai.glossika.com/) andMemrise(https://www.memrise.com) provide free

of charge practice of over twenty languages, including EngBstssikamay be

used anywhere on any wearable device. It stresses communication with
confidenceinreaft AFS AAlddzZ GA2yad LOGA FfIA2NRAGKY
level, pace and schedule. There are various topics to choose from like dining,
travel, social fe, etc.Glossikgrovides mainly audio training, developing listening,
pronunciation and translation skills. By translating and repeating whole chunks of
language, learners get confident to respond in various situations which helps
developing their speakg skills as wellMemrise free version offers over 200
language combinations, allowing to learn and review. It provides listening and
translation practice, encouraging learners both to repeat and write down useful
words and phrases. Learners practise lait own pace and according to their
schedules. There are numerous native speaker videos and chatbots as well which

together with a number of features like Grammarbot, Difficult Words Mode,
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https://www.memrise.com/

Speed Review, Listening Skills Mode, Video Mode and Learnisgaitancluded

in the pro version.

FLL applications and websites are possible to be made use of both in the
Of FaaNR2yY YR Ay fSINYSNEQ A& LStutiiincé A YSd
learners, both young and adult, nowadays make use of technolggh allows

for an instant access to various resources. Their use does not hinder developing
the skills necessary to collaborate in a classroom, on the contrary, learners may
peer-study and join their efforts to perform better while using the application

and websites. It is possible to encourage learners through the use of technology to
become autonomous users of a foreign language, developing their skills to
comprehend, process and use the information needed to progress while using
certain applicationsand websites. It is inevitable that their practice is going to

equip them better to enhance their performance in rdiéé communication.
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International IATEFL Poland Conference

Yordanka Nikolova

The2fLYGSNY I GA2yFf L!'¢9C[ t2flyR /2y FSNE
was organized in Wroclaw on 223° September 2018, generously hosted by
Wroclaw University of Science and Technology and its Department of Foreign
Languages. It was a most memorable event, with a record number of

presentations and almost one thousand patrticipants.

There was a broad speaim of sessions to choose from, as well as a chance to
socialize and relax with other conference participants. The Conference was a
grand manifestation of both the standards and the traditions of IATEFL Poland,
impressive with its interesting, inspiring &dmwellorganised events. It truly gave an
opportunity to experience the Polish community of English language teachers,

leaving the Conference inspired with new ideas and teaching tips.

This annual conference is one of the highlights of the year for teaabfeEnglish

in Poland, attracting participants from various places in the country and from
abroad. With its rich programme of more than 150 presentations, this Conference
gave the English teachers the chance to get together, exchange ideas and make
professional contacts with people working in all the different fields of ELT. It also

offered the opportunity to visit the exhibitions stands of leading publishers and
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peruse their latest ELT publications. What made the Conference a great success

was its attrative programme and the excellent organization work.

After having contributed to the BETA 2018 Burgas Conference last June, 2018, |
am really grateful to the BEFIATEFL Committee for choosing me for their official
representative to the IATEFL Poland Coarfiee. My sincere and heartfelt thanks

go to the Polish Conference organisers as well, and in particular to Joanna

Leszkiewicz, IATEFL Poland President, and her team, for a most hospitable and

caring welcome.
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Margit Szesztay, IATEFL World
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\ English Language Teachers' Association of Macedonia

— Reverberations on the 10

ACKIA iAW) KHKEBHOCT

ELTAM International
' Conference

19-21 October 2018, Struga,

Gergana Georgievis a fult

time lecturer at the Macedonia

Department of
International Law and

Gergana Georgieva

S2FAG wAfailAéex

| remember the wonderful feeling of exhilaration
when | understood that | had gotten the chance to
take part in the 18 ELTAM English Language
Teachers'Association ofthe Republic of Macedonia)
Biannual International Confereneehich took place in

Struga from 19 to 21* October 2018. While | was
preparing for my trip, | was thinking about what a
motivating event this was going to be and,

indisputably, it was a truly invaluable experience and a great success in every way!

Not only was | delighted because | was goin§l# LINS a Sy G . 9¢! |G ¢

~

conference, but also it was going to be my meeting with a huge number of
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enthusiastic educators who are always eager to share personal and professional
1y26t SRAIS® ¢KIGd Aa oKeé Ad Aa birthday  OOA
conference has been thoughtfully chosé&ducate and Empowerhis theme, as it

may be inferred, offers various topics in the area of ELT. | was also glad due to the
fact that | had already met a few remarkable Macedonian colleagues at-BETA
IATEFIAnnual Conferences and online and | was willing to see them again as well

as in person.

With my dear friend Kiro Jordanov
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The conference was held at Hotel Drgqnone of the most conspicuousuildings
against Struga skyline. The city itself lies on the shore of Ohrid Lake and is of
immense cultural significance in the Republic of Macedonia. The conference was
attended by speakers, guests and exhibitors from all over the world, including the
UK, the $A, Iltaly, Spain, Malta, Serbia, Croatia, Kosovo, Albania, Greece, Turkey,

and Bulgaria

Hotel Drim, Struga

On the first day, President Aleksandra Popovski warmly welcomed all participants
4 GKS 2 NEBI" dniverséri and Ovholeheartedly apmiated the
O22LIS NI GA2Y GAOK 9[ ¢! aQa LI NIYSNI Iaazo
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The first plenary session was dedicated to a very important task of each English
teacher - designing materials for teenand adults. It was presented by Fiona
Mauchline and focused on the workings of the human brain and the challenges
0KS aoNIAY (y26fSR3ISE LINBaASyla dza oA (K
efficient and memorable materials. Marina Shokeva examinethireclassroom
techniques for developing critical thinkiygjnce life nowadays requires more than

just pure knowledge. She looked at techniques based on storytelling (methods of
deduction and prediction) to practise listening, speaking, grammar, and ajevel
ONRGAOIE GKAY(lAy3 o0& F20dzaAy3a adGddzRSyl:

make inferences using logic.
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The pre-fror

ontal cortex

Fiona Mauchline, SGINot rocket science but brain science: designing materials for teens and

adults

ALBERT EINSTEIN

EDUCATION 15 NoT

THE LEARNING OF FACTS,

BUT TRAINING THE MIND
n

TO THINK

~ ALBERT EINSTEIN

Marina Shokeva Classroom techniquésr developing critical thinking
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Despite the fact that the conference was on a very tight agenda, the organisers
made it possible to give us an unforgettable tour of Ohrid (the "Jerusalem of the
Balkans"), which is about 15 kilometers away from Strugacidia Blazevska and
Emilija Paunkoskmade R S f S Tstayle@eairbre educationahnd enjoyat# by
GF1Ay3 dza& G2 hKNRARRQA - {YR2¥deA { KAGE 6@ 2MIDNI &
amazing boat ride at sunset can say without a doubt that the time spent with

my Macedonian friends has been worth every second.

{lIYdAft Qa C2NINBaa
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Boat trip

The second day started with a plenary talk by Jon Hird who addressed the issue of
dyslexia. He laid emphasis on the selection and design of texts, tests and exercises
that are appropriate for dyslexic learners of English. The workshop was quite
practical since it looked at instances of various ELT materials that are dyslexic

friendly and ways teachers could adapt those materials or produce their own.
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Jon Hird Dyslexiaand learning English: literacy and wider issues

George Kokolas devoted his plenary to the development of speaking skills in an
9[ ¢ Oflraad 1S SELXAOAGEE aiNBaasSR dzl
speaking activities. The speaker gave some reewedelated to coping with
situations when the student does not want to speak and underlines that speaking
LIN} OGAOS &aK2dZ R 0SS dal Ydzad KIF@Sé FTNBY
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George KokolasBreaking the sound of silence

There was such a diversified ayr of sessions to choose from! Inspired by Jon

| ANRQa Gl f]1 2y ReatSEAIY L aStSOGSR a
this problem via the SoftEnglish method. She examined the right path to finding

the correct activity for a student suffering fronyslexia because the educational

system simply does not recognize the issue.
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